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WE  DESIRE  a  proper  equality,  equity  and  fairness;  protec- 
tion for  the  weak,  restraint  upon  the  strong,  in  short,  justly 
distributed  burdens  and  justly  distributed  power.  These  are 
American  ideas,  the  very  essence  of  American  independence, 
and  to  advocate  the  contrary  is  unworthy  of  the  sons  and  daugh- 
ters of  the  American  Republic— Grange  Declaration  of  Pur- 
poses. 


A  Brief  History  of  the  Qrange 
Movement  in  Pennsylvania 


THE  HISTOEY  of  the  Grange  in 
Pennsylvania  in  the  last  fifty  years 
is  largely  a  recital  of  the  work  of 
those  agencies  that  have  been  at  work  for 
the  betterment  of  the  conditions  of  the 
farmer.  While  the  credit  for  all  the  prog- 
ress made  in  this  period  is  not  attributable 
to  a  single  agency,  yet  because  of  the 
ramifications  of  Grange  work,  the  in- 
spiration membership  in  it  has  given  to 
many  persons  who  have  fostered  or  as- 
sisted other  projects,  and  the  moral  force 
of  this  great  body,  but  few  things  can 
be  cited  for  the  farmer  's  benefit  in  which 
the  influence  of  the  Grange  has  not  been 
present.  The  Grange  movement  was  an 
aftermath  of  the  Civil  War.  As  War  is 
destructive,  this  Order  was  to  be  con- 
structive. As  war  had  alienated  from 
each  other  the  people  of  the  North  and 
South,  this  Order  was  to  magnify  fra- 
ternity. The  god  of  hate  was  to  give 
way  to  a  great   National  Brotherhood. 

Ours  was  a  pastoral  nation  then  and 
agriculture  was  the  calling  of  the  great- 
est number  of  men.  The  Grange  was 
patterned  after  the  form  of  our  civil 
government  and  the  Order  was  to  consist 
of  a  National  unit,  State,  County,  and 
Township    units. 

There  were  twenty-five  of  the  Township 
units  (Subordinate  Granges)  when  they 
jointly  got  together  at  Reading  in  1873 
and  organized  the  State  Grange  (or  Stato 
unit).  Now  our  Pennsylvania  farmers 
were  getting  in  shape  to  protect  and  ad- 
vance their  interests  within  the  State 
or,  through  the  National  organization, 
to  protect  and  advance  the  general  inter- 
ests of  farmers  throughout  the  Union. 
And  it  is  noticeable  that  in  the  fifty 
years  sine*  then  farmers  have  made  more 
progress  than  in  all  the  previous  period 
since   this   nation   was  founded.     During 


this  period  organized  effort  has  attained 
its  highest  efficiency.  And  to-day  our 
moral,  educational,  social,  industrial, 
political  and  religious  effort  are  by  or- 
ganized control  being  fed  into  the  loom 
that  turns  out  civilization.  The  labor  of 
all  nationalities,  through  its  unions, 
speaks  a  common  language — a  language 
that  is  heard  and  understood  everywhere. 

Manufacture,  commerce,  capital  act  by 
means  of  compact  organizations.  And 
these  organizations  will  always  be  with 
us  because  organization  brings  results. 
The  world  is  seeking  efficiency  and  it 
expects  organizations  to  deliver  the 
goods.  So  agriculture — the  foundation 
of  business  and  the  cornerstone  on  which 
all  life  rests  and  depends — began  to 
organize  to  maintain  its  balance  in  its 
relation  to  other  interests,  and  other 
peoples.  Our  fathers  reasoned  Chat  it 
was  only  by  organizing  that  they  could 
secure  ' '  a  square  deal ' '  in  securing  a 
fair  share  of  what  the  harvest  might 
yield ;  in  getting  more  out  of  life  edu- 
cationally as  well  as  socially;  to  be  in 
better  position  to  carry  on  cooperative 
work  and  to  secure  equitable  legislation. 
And  with  the  fast  growing  city  influences, 
the  indifference  of  many  toward  agri- 
culture, the  need  for  intensive  organiza- 
tion among  farmers  is  greater  now — 
especially  since  the  World  War  with  its 
after  effects — than  it  has  ever  been. 
Farmers   of   to-day   MUST   ORGANIZE. 

Fifty  years  ago  there  were  about  one 
thousand  members  in  the  Granges  of 
Pennsylvania — now  about  one  hundred 
thousand.  It  is  proper  to  state  here  that 
because  of  the  interrelationship  of  the 
State  Grange  with  the  National  Grange 
the  organized  farmers  of  the  U.  S.  se- 
cured many  victories  that  this  state 
working   alone    could    not    have    secured. 
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As  examples  I  cite  Rural  Delivery  of 
Mail,  The  Parcel  Post,  Election  of  U. 
S.  Senators  by  Direct  Vote,  etc.  But 
soon  after  this  State  Grange  was  organ- 
ized work  started  to  bring  down  the  price 
of  a  number  of  articles  that  farmers 
needed.  A  Business  Agent  was  ap- 
pointed. He  took  up  with  manufacturers 
the  question  of  furnishing  their  wares 
direct  to  members  of  the  Grange.  Al- 
though there  were  not  many  people  in 
the  Grange  to  buy  at  that  time,  yet 
Brother  Mauger  secured  substantial  re- 
ductions on  a  number  of  articles.  These 
reduced  prices  however,  proved  a  hard 
secret  for  the  members  to  keep.  In  many 
instances  they  would  openly  boast  that 
they  had  to  pay  only  so  much  for  such 
and  such  an  article  through  the  Grange. 
This  made  trouble  for  the  Business 
Agent  and  we  find  him  exhorting  the 
membership  to  keep  their  good  fortune 
to  themselves.  About  this  time  the  driven 
well  patent  and  the  sliding  gate  patent, 
as  well  as  the  sewing  machine  patent 
were  about  to  expire.  The  Grange  or- 
ganization opposeu  the  extension  of  these 
patents  vigorously  and  successfully. 
Prices  on  sewing  machines  dropped  one 
half  immediately  and  as  a  result  of  that 
Grange  effort,  have  been  lower  ever  since. 
Soon  as  the  State  Grange  was  organ- 
ized it  felt  the  need  of  having  a  press 
medium  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  Exec- 
utive Committee  held  in  October  1873 
at  Mechanicsburg  provision  was  made 
for  securing  it  without  any  liability  upon 
State  Grange.  Brothers  R.  H.  Thomas, 
State  Secretary  and  Col.  H.  C.  Deming, 
Harrisburg  went  into  partnership  in  1873 
to  publish  a  paper  known  as  ' '  The 
Farmers'  Friend  and  Grange  Advocate." 
A  few  years  later  this  paper  was  pur- 
chased by  Brother  Thomas  and  the  paper 
had  a  wide  circulation  disseminating 
Grange  doctrine.  About  the  same  time 
another  private  project  was  established 
that  was  destined  to  become  a  notable 
affair — it  was  The  Grangers  Picnic  at 
Williams  Grove.  Brother  Thomas  who 
was  a  very  able  business  man,  leased 
grounds  some  thirteen  miles  from  Harris- 
burg, and  through  wide  advertising  and 
fine  management  built  up  the  largest 
picnic  of  any  yet  established  in  the 
State.  At  first  it  was  a  one  day  affair 
but  soon  was  extended  to  one  week. 
Many      carloads      of      farm      machinery 


were  exhibited  there  for  sale  each  year 
and  forty  to  fifty  thousand  people  were 
on  the  grounds  in  a  day.  Grange  Busi- 
ness Houses  that  were  under  contract 
with  the  State  Grange  exhibited  goods, 
met  prospective  customers  and  established 
friendly  working  relations  here.  The 
Executive  Committee  had  evolved  a  busi- 
ness system  that  was  working  admirably. 
Business  houses  that  made  contracts  with 
State  Grange  paid  a  small  rebate  to  the 
State  Grange  Treasury  for  their  priv- 
ileges. This  sum  more  than  paid  for 
the  supervision  given  them  by  the  Com- 
mittee. Patrons  in  many  other  states 
purchased  more  or  less  from  our  houses 
with  satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  As 
indicative  of  the  volume  of  business  done 
Wm.  M.  Brinker,  a  Pittsburgh  house  gave 
bond  for  $20,000  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  State  Grange,  that  goods  he 
would  sell  to  Patrons  would  be  as  rep- 
resented, etc. 

There  were  a  number  of  live  stock  and 
other  exchanges  organized  during  these 
years  in  which  the  Patrons  from  one 
part  of  the  State  bought  from,  and  sold 
to  Patrons  in  another  pr   t. 

While  for  a  couple  of  years  after  be- 
coming organized  in  Pennsylvania,  the 
auniber  of  Sub  Granges  and  membership 
increased  by  leaps  and  bounds,  starting 
with  1877  a  reaction  set  in.  For  the  year 
1881  an  average  of  325  Granges  reported 
10,417  members.  Only  five  new  Granges 
were  organized  that  year,  although 
twenty-four  were  reorganized.  But  the 
next  year  the  tide  set  in  in  the  other 
direction  and  the  Grange  got  on  the 
upward  trend  again. 

At  this  1882  session  the  Governor  of 
the  Commonwealth,  Governor  Hoyt  was 
present  and  paid  his  respects  to  the  body. 
In  fact  at  practically  every  annual  ses- 
sion the  Governor  of  the  State,  whoever 
he  was  was  present  an/  addressed  the 
Grange.  For  six  successive  years  now 
the  delegates  had  borne  their  own  ex- 
penses for  mileage  and  all.  They  meant 
business  when  they  traveled  clear  across 
the  State  at  their  own  expense  to  attend 
these  annual  meetings.  The  eleventh 
annual  session  held  in  Harrisburg  in  1883 
started  the  payment  of  delegate  mileage 
again  by  paying  a  portion  of  it.  In 
later  years  the  full  mileage  was  paid. 
Mileage  of  that  session  was  $1,400.00. 
Dues  paid  the  National  Grange  that  yeax 


Past  Masters,  Pennsylvania  State  Gkange 

(1)  David  B.  Mauger,  Berks  County;  (2)  Victor  E.  Piollet,  Bradford  County; 
(3)  Leonard  Rhone,  Centre  County;  (4)  William  P.  Hill,  Crawford  County;  (5) 
William  T.  Creasy,  Columbia  County. 


was  $-460.00;  the  salary  of  the  Master 
at  that  time  was  $300.00;  Lecturer, 
$650.00;  treasurer,  $75.00  and  of  sec- 
retary including  office  rent,  clerk  hire, 
stationery,  traveling  expenses,  and  post- 
age incidental  to  his  duties,  $1,000.00. 
The  total  expenses  for  the  year  were  $4,- 
912.28.  Total  receipts  were  $5,305.16  or 
about  $400.00  income  above  the  expenses. 
This  was  running  too  close  for  a  State 
organization.  The  biggest  item  was 
mileage  of  delegates  and  with  the  low 
dues  of  six  cents  per  quarter  to  the  State 
Grange,  there  were  financial  difficulties 
ahead.  Robert  E.  Pattison  was  now  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  and  on  Tuesday  eve- 
ning Dec.  11,  1883  delivered  the  address 
of  welcome  to  the  State  Grange.  He  said 
' '  It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  welcome 
you  to  tli  is  city  as  the  place  for  holding 
the  annual  meeting  of  your  organiza- 
tion. The  capital  of  the  state  is  a  most 
fitting  place  for  a  body  of  citizens  to 
assemble  whose  purpose  is  to  forward 
the  interests  of  an  industry  at  once  the 
oldest  and  most  important  in  the  Com- 
monwealth. In  styling  yourselves  the 
' '  Patrons  of  Husbandry ' '  you  wear  a 
title  dignified  wherever  labor  is  respected 
and  most  honored  among  a  people  where 
simplicity,  sincerity  and  virtue  most 
abound.  You  are  the  Patrons  of  an  in- 
dustry which  employs  more  of  the  ac- 
tivities of  man  and  contributes  more  to 
the  comfort,  health  and  happiness  than 
any  other  form  of  human  employment. 
The  capita]  is  therefore  honored  by  your 
presence  as  I  am  sure  the  State  will 
benefit  by  your  labors.  Hence  as  the 
Executive  of  the  Commonwealth,  I  wel- 
come you  here.  As  a  citizen,  also,  I 
receive  you  with  a  most  hearty  good 
pleasure.  With  the  deepest  interest  in 
the  success  of  the  sessions  which  will 
occupy  your  thought  an  I  attention,  and 
the  sincerest  wish  for  their  success  and 
progress,  both  as  a  magistrate  and  cit- 
izen, I  extend  to  you  a  most  cordial  wel- 
come and  bespeak  for  you  a  pleasant, 
profitable  and  successful  session.  The 
capital  of  the  state  is  glad  to  have  you 
here,  and  I  am  glad  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  making  your  personal  acquaint- 
ance." The  Governor  also  pressed  the 
members  of  the  Grange  to  visit  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  other  departments  of  the 
State  Government,  and  to  form  for  them- 
selves,   as    far    as    time    would    permit, 


opinions  of  the  purposes  and  methods  of 
the  different  offices. 

The  Grange  in  state  and  nation  had 
worked  earnestly  for  years  to  have  the 
Departments  of  Agriculture  elevated  to 
their  proper  places  in  the  administrative 
affairs  of  government.  The  Grange  had 
finally  won  and  the  Secretary  of  the  U. 
S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture  had  become  a 
member  of  the  President 's  Cabinet  and 
the  spokesman  for  the  farm  interests 
now  had  a  place  and  a  voice  at  the  coun- 
cil table  of  the  Nation.  The  same  was 
true  in  this  state  and  a  strong  Grange 
worker,  Thomas  J.  Edge,  became  the 
first  secretary  of  Agriculture.  His 
Grange  experiences  qualified  him  to  do 
the  work — and  doubtless  this  was  the 
principal  reason  for  his  appointment  to  a 
position  in  which  he  served  many  years. 
Following  the  creation  of  Departments 
of  Agriculture  soon  became  a  demand  for 
Dairy — ox  Dairy  and  Food — Bureaus, 
voiced  by  the  Grange. 

And  this  Bureau  was  soon  established 
in  this  state  and  placed  in  the  Department 
of  Agriculture.  The  Grange  has  always 
looked  upon  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture as  its  child  and  is  insistent  that 
the  personnel  of  this  Department,  and  of 
its  Bureaus,  consist  of  men  in  full  accord 
with  farm  life,  its  trials  and  its  hopes. 
We  expect  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
at  Harrisburg  to  stand  up  for  the  farm 
interests  of  this  State  and  we  want  no 
man  there  who  is  either  unable  or  un- 
willing to  advance  and  to  protect  the 
farmer  's  welfare  above  partisan  political, 
or  any  other  interest. 

Entertains    National    Grange    in 
Philadelphia  in   188fi 

In  preparation  for  the  coming  of  that 
body,  State  Grange  in  1885  appointed  a 
Committee  of  twenty -one  to  see  that 
proper  courtesies  were  extended  to  our 
visitors.  Secretary  Thomas  was  Chairman 
and  at  the  1886  session  of  State  Grange 
at  Harrisburg,  Dec.  14th,  reported  for 
the  Committee.  "Your  Committee  con- 
vened in  Philadelphia  previous  to  the 
assembling  of  the  National  Grange  and 
completed  all  the  preliminary  arrange- 
ments, such  as  decorating  and  arranging 
the  hall,  in  brief,  finished  their  labors  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  National  Grange. 
The  members  of  the  Committee  bore  all 
their    own    expenses    in    this    work,    and 
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the  only  item  of  cost  to  this  State  Grange 
is  that  for  printing  circulars  of  informa- 
tion and  postage  on  same  to  the  Granges 
and  members  in  our  State,  which  amounts 
to  fourteen  dollars.  In  this  connection, 
however,  the  liberality  of  our  business 
houses  in  Philadelphia  saved  our  State 
Grange  considerable  expense.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  different  firms  organized  a 
committee  .with  Mr.  John  Garitee  as 
Chairman  and  while  extending  the  hos- 
pitality of  the  City  to  the  members  of 
the  National  Grange,  they  also  paid  for 
the  floral  decorations,  which  amounted 
to  forty  dollars.  Messrs.  Sharpless  Bros., 
our  dry  goods  house,  furnished  and 
placed  the  handsome  curtains  for  the 
sixth  degree  at  their  own  individual 
cost. ' ' 

Several  hundred  patrons  from  this 
State  attended  that  meeting.  The  follow- 
ing constituted  the  Committee  on  National 
Grange:  R.  H.  Thomas,  James  G.  Mc 
Sparran.  Chas.  W.  Roberts,  J.  B.  Kirk 
bride,  Jacob  L.  Rex,  S.  E.  Nivin,  A.  S 
Chilcot,  S.  P.  Childs,  Townsend  Walters 
J.  W.  Newbold,  J.  H.  Epler,  A.  L.  Tag 
gart,  B.  F.  Fisher,  George  Row,  E.  J 
Durnell,  Sisters  M.  G.  Downing,  H.  Y 
Hallowell,  A.  M.  Holstein,  Lizzie  Lynch 
A.  N.  Bisbing,  Mary  S.  Rex,  Estella 
Thomas,  Anna  M.  Hallowell. 

The  Granger   Movement. 

Organized  monopoly  was  becoming 
arrogant.  Its  tentacles  were  reaching 
out  in  all  directions  but  they  all  centered 
in  the  railroad  magnates  of  the  country. 
The  State  Granges  of  Illinois,  Iowa  and 
Indiana  were  fighting  in  the  courts  to 
bring  them  under  reasonable  restraint. 
These  magnates  were  drunk  with  power 
and  defiant  of  all  authority.  Farmers 
in  this  state  were  at  their  mercy.  The 
National  Grange,  this  and  other  State 
Granges  were  seeking  justice  and  at  the 
1886  session  of  our  State  Grange  at 
Harrisburg,  Senator  Gerard  C.  Brown 
(elected  Lecturer  of  State  Grange  at 
this  session)  delivered  one  of  his  master- 
ful addresses  and  from  which  I  quote 
in  sections.  ' '  The  railroad  record  in 
Pennsylvania  is  monstrous.  This  very 
season  the  P.  R.  R.  has  carried  grain  from 
Chicago  to  New  York  for  80  cents  per 
ton  mile  less  than  it  has  charged  from 
Lancaster  County.     It  carried  grain  from 


the  western  elevators  to  the  seaboard  for 
2  mills  per  ton  mile  while  it  made  our 
farmers  pay  two  cents  per  ton  mile  for 
one  tenth  the  distance,  or  100  times  as 
much  fox  the  same  service.  In  ten  years 
our  Pennsylvania  farms  have  shrunk  in 
value  $63,000,000.  Farms  lying  closest 
along  the  railroad  have  lost  most.  The 
greatest  loss  is  in  Lancaster  County, 
fifty -five  dolars  per  acre;  then  follows 
Dauphin,  twenty-nine;  Chester,  twenty- 
five  dollars  per  acre;  Blair,  twenty -one; 
Mifflin,  thirteen  and  so  on.  But  the  loss 
and  damage  sustained  is  not  confined  to 
the  farmers  alone.  The  city  as  well  has 
been  mulcted  by  these  '  barons '  of  the 
railroad,  coal,  iron  and  oil  monopolies. 
The  railroads  control  in  fee  or  by  lease 
195  of  the  220  thousand  odd  acres  of 
anthracite  coal  lands.  For  the  transpor- 
tation of  coal,  which  a  former  president 
declares  costs  but  eighteen  cents  per 
ton,  the  Reading  Co.,  compels  Philadel- 
phia to  pay  $1.80  per  ton.  Coal  which 
it  puts  into  Philadelphia  at  $5.25  per 
ton  it  carries  through  that  city,  sends  by 
water  three  hundred  miles  to  Boston  and 
delivers  there  for  $4.00.  From  Mr. 
public'  we  quote  some  glaring  instances 
Hudsons  'The  Railways  and  the  Re- 
of  conspiracies  which  have  been  carried 
on  everywhere  with  impunity  so  far. 
The  Standard  Oil  Pool  in  sixteen  months 
received  as  a  rebate  from  the  trunk  lines 
centering  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York 
$10,000,000,  such  alliance  crushing  out  all 
opposition  and  placing  all  consumers 
everywhere  absolutely  at  its  mercy.  The 
Live  Stock  Pool  before  1880  gave  one 
prominent  shipper  a  rebate  of  sixteen 
dollars  per  carload  over  all  his  com- 
petitors. The  Anthracite  Pool,  by  means 
of  which  six  railroads  own  the  hard  coal 
of  Pennsylvania,  with  one  result  among 
others  of  forcing  the  people  to  pay  in- 
terest on  $500,000,000  nominal  invest- 
ment, whereas  the  actual  cost  of  roads 
and  equipments  for  transportation  is 
$114,000,000.  The  Transcontinental  As- 
sociation Pool  by  which  the  contracting 
parties,  the  several  lines  of  the  Pacific 
railroads,  the  Southern,  the  Central,  the 
Union,  the  Northern,  etc.,  have  combined 
and  pay  to  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship 
Co.  more  than  $1,000,000  per  annum  for 
the  privilege  of  naming  the  rate  at  which 
that  steamship  Company  shall  transport 
freight   and   passengers. ' ' 


The  farmers  asked  Congress  for  redress 
of  their  grievances  but  that  body  made 
up  laxgely  of  lawyers  and  bankers,  failed 
to  rise  to  the  occasion.  Railroads  had 
lobbyists  there  too  as  well  as  in  the  State 
Legislatures.  Pocketsfull  of  R.  R.  passes 
blinded  legislators.  These  and  other  in- 
justices had  been  cumulative  since  the 
early  seventies — following  in  the  wake 
of  the  war.  The  virile  Grange  spirit 
in  the  middle  west  went  into  court,  fol- 
lowing clear  through  to  the  U.  S.  Supreme 
Court  and  got  the  decree  which  was  in 
effect  that  the  creature  cannot  be  greater 
than  its  creator.  In  other  words  cor- 
portations  must  be  subject  to  the  power 
creating  them.  The  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission  was  created  to  regulate  inter- 
state agencies,  the  States  began  to  arouse 
themselves  to  the  fact  that  they  should 
also  be  in  control  over,  and  superior 
to,  any  body  of  people  within  their  limits 
and  so  the  Granger  Movement  has  worked 
great    blessings    upon    everybody. 

Rural  Mail  Delivery. 
Another  achievement  of  which  this 
State  is  proud  is  the  work  of  Leonard 
Rhone  who  while  Master  of  the  State 
Grange  and  serving  upon  the  Legislative 
Committee  of  the  National  Grange,  in 
company  with  Brother  Mortimer  White- 
head, made  the  first  appeal  before  the 
Post  Office  Committee  of  Congress  in  the 
interest  of  extending  delivery  of  mail 
into  the  farming  districts.  While  the 
proposition  at  first  looked  visionary  yet 
it  finally  won  out  and  is  in  general  vogue 
all    over   the    United    States    to-day. 

Equalization  of  Taxation. 
The  problem  of  placing  the  financial 
burdens  of  government  equitably  upon 
those  enjoying  the  protection  of  that 
government,  is  a  matter  requiring  con- 
stant attention  and  frequent  revisions 
in  method  and  application.  And  tne 
State  Grange  has  given  continuous  and 
intelligent  effort  toward  the  work  of 
securing  equity  between  the  various 
property  interests,  during  the  past  fifty 
years.  The  State  Grange  has  had  at  its 
call  the  services  of  some  of  the  ablest 
and  best  minds  in  the  Commonwealth  on 
the  subject  of  taxation,  has  collected 
statistics,  presented  arguments  and  se- 
cured legislative  enactments  that  at  the 
time    relieved   real   estate   to    the    extent 


of  millions  of  dollars.  But  in  the  de- 
velopment of  this  State  personal  property 
and  corporate  interests  enhance  in  value 
much  faster  than  real  estate,  and  our 
fast  growing  city  districts  with  a  de- 
clining rural  population,  together  with 
our  peculiar  system  in  state  and  local 
taxation,  render  an  adjustment  of  tax 
relations  between  these  two  classes  of 
property,  obsolete  and  unequal  in  a  very 
short  time.  So  we  have  to  keep  ever- 
lastingly at  it  as  the  price  for  even 
partial  equality.  The  Grange  has  always 
concentrated  on  increasing  the  appropri- 
ation to  public  schools  of  more  and 
more  money  from  the  State  Treasury. 
The  intention  being  that  this  policy  both 
tended  toward  equalization  in  taxation 
and  also  to  help  a  worthy  cause,  educa- 
tion. From  time  to  time  the  appropria- 
tion has  been  increased  and  the  amount 
appropriated  by  the  last  legislature  was 
larger  by  $2,000,000  than  ever  before 
appropriated. 

Then  too  at  this  last  legislature  the 
Grange  and  its  friends  secured  the  pas- 
sage of  a  bill  imposing  a  five  mill  tax 
on  the  profits  of  certain  corporations 
including  manufacturing  corporations. 
This  is  expected  to  yield  $10,000,000  up, 
while  the  Grange  has  for  five  decades 
been  leading  in  the  fight  to  relieve  the 
home  and  farm  owner  of  an  unduly  large 
share  of  the  expense  of  local  govern- 
ment, we  are  gaining  allies  as  the  public 
is  beginning  to  recognize  the  justice  of 
our  contention.  The  Grange  here  has 
always  opposed  over  centralization  in 
government  and  has  striven  to  maintain 
in  our  smaller  units  of  government  the 
control    of    their    local    affairs. 

Woman's  Work  Committee. 
One  of  the  agencies  that  has  accom- 
plished a  lot  for  the  Order  here,  and 
without  making  much  ado  about  it  is 
the  Woman's  Work  Committee.  There 
has  been  such  a  Committee  almost  as  long 
as  we  have  had  a  State  Grange.  They 
have  helped  the  sisterhood  of  our  Order 
to  come  in  to  more  of  the  worth  while 
tilings  of  life;  have  guarded  the  welfare 
of  mother  and  of  child;  have  up- 
held the  lighted  torch  showing  the  bene- 
fits of  music,  household  conveniences, 
home  economics  in  dress,  etc.,  etc.  Lat- 
terly Juvenile  Granges  have  received  their 
special    fostering   care,    and    they    edit   a 


Group  of  Prominent  Past  Officers 
(1)   R.  H.   Thomas,  Sr.,  first   Secretary;     (2)   Jerome  T.   Ailman,   Lecturer  and 
second  Secretary;     (3)   Mrs.   Nettie  E.   Ailman,   third  Secretary;     (4)   Samuel   R. 
Downing,  third  Lecturer;    (5)   E.  B.  Dorsett,  Past  Lecturer  and  Overseer. 


page  in  Grange  News.  One  of  the 
noblest  members  of  this  committee  long 
since  gone  to  her  reward,  was  Sister  Mrs. 
Mary  Roberts,  Chester  County.  She  was 
tireless  in  work  and  always  enthusiastic 
over  Grange  work.  In  Captain  Roberts, 
her  husband,  she  had  a  worthy  mate 
in  Grange  work  and  the  impress  of  this 
family  will  long  live  in  the  Grange  mem- 
oirs. 

The  securing  of  an  enlarged  parcel 
post,  The  Hatch  Act,  creation  of  Inter- 
state Commerce  Commission,  Denatured 
Alcohol  Law,  National  and  State  Oleo- 
margarine Laws,  Fertilizer  Law  in  Penn- 
sylvania, the  direct  election  of  U.  S. 
Senators  by  direct  vote,  the  more  recent 
agricultural  credit  legislation,  building 
of  the  Panama  Canal,  the  equal  suffrage 
amendment  and  the  temperance  amend- 
ment are  all  measures  in  which  this 
State  Grange  joined  with  others  in  the 
Grange  and  out,  to  secure.  The  Grange 
does  not  claim  credit  for  securing  all 
these  desirable  reforms  alone  but  it  has 
been  the  awakening  force  in  most  in- 
stances, and  the  hardest  contender,  in 
bringing  these,  and  many  others,  to  pass. 

One  of  the  things  that  makes  the 
Grange  strong  is  the  fact  that  it  is 
composed  of  real  farmers.  Its  members 
are  men  and  women  who  are  active  in 
the  real  work  of  the  farm;  they  daily 
meet  the  problems  of  the  plain  everyday 
farmer  and  it  represents  the  practical 
type  of  American  farmer.  It  is  an  or- 
ganization of  farmers,  for  farmers,  with 
its  leaders  living  on  their  farms  in  va- 
rious counties  of  Pennsylvania  where  they 
meet  the  problems  of  agriculture  first 
hand. 

In  looking  after  the  wants  of  its 
membership  there  have  been  developed 
a  number  of  agencies  that  are  proving 
their  worth.  Among  them  are  our  Grange 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Companies  now 
numbering  over  twenty  and  carrying  in- 
surance on  property  of  members  to  the 
amount   of   $80,000,000. 

In  1897  there  were  eight  Grange  in- 
surance companies  in  this  state.  They 
carried  a  total  insurance  at  that  time  of 
$12,041,417.96. 

The  great  growth  in  amount  of  insur- 
-ance  shows  the  popularity  of  these  com- 
panies. 

Also  Grange  Life  Insurance  Companies. 
Life  insurance  in  the  Grange  of  Penn- 


sylvania was  first  provided  by  The  Pa- 
trons Eelief  Associations  of  Northwestern 
Pennsylvania  with  headquarters  at  Corry. 
After  an  existence  of  about  a  third  of 
a  century  it  gave  way  to  The  Farmers 
and  Traders  Life  Insurance  Company, 
with  headquarters  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
This  State  Grange  holds  stock  in  the 
Company  and  participates  in  its  manage- 
ment. The  Company  has  been  having  an 
encouraging  growth  and  its  volume  of 
business  is  larger  each  succeeding  year. 

The  latest  in  the  insurance  field  is  tne 
Grange  Casualty  Mutual  Insurance 
Company  with  headquarters  in  Phila. 
It  is  now  in  its  seventh  year  and  over 
15  per  cent  of  the  Grange  membership  is 
now  insured.  It  was  organized  to  pro- 
tect the  farmer  under  the  common  law, 
and  also  when  necessary,  under  the  com- 
pensation law  for  any  liability  rising 
against  him  by  reason  of  injury  sustained 
by  his  employee  during  the  course  of 
his  employment,  and  also  voluntarily  pay 
to  that  injured  employee  weekly  benefits 
and  doctors  bills  during  his  disability,  all 
at  cost.  The  need  for  such  protection 
applies  to  any  one  employing  hired  help. 
That  the  Grange  provides  this  insurance 
is  further  evidence  that  it  supplies  ^hat 
the  farmer  needs. 

In  the  original  plan  of  organization 
provision  was  made  for  the  County  or 
Pomona  Grange  unit.  For  some  un- 
known reason  this  unit  was  the  last  to 
be  developed  and  this  State  Grange  was 
a  pioneer  in  putting  Pomonas  on  a  suc- 
cessful basis.  In  the  early  years  a  group 
of  contiguous  Granges  would  be  organ- 
ized into  a  District  Council.  This  was 
a  loose  organization  and  utilized  almost 
altogether  for  commercial  purposes.  In 
the  eighties  Pomonas  were  instituted  and 
they  displaced  the  Councils.  The  Pomona 
is  designed  to  include  the  area  within 
the  lines  of  a  county  and  to  enable  the 
Patrons  within  the  county  to  unite  in 
the  Pomona  to  protect  and  advance  their 
commercial  and  legislative  interests.  A 
Pomona  has  its  own  organization,  officers 
serving   two   year   terms. 

At  the  1919  session  of  State  Grange, 
Pittsburgh,  legislation  was  enacted  re- 
lieving the  Fifth  Degree  members  from 
the  payment  of  dues  to  Pomona. 

At  this  session  the  dues  to  the  Sub- 
ordinate Grange  were  increased  from 
$1.20    to    $1.50    annually    per    member. 
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Fifty-six  cents  of  this  is  sent  to  State 
Grange,  twenty  cents  of  which  is  returned 
by  the  State  Grange  to  the  Pomona 
from  whose  jurisdiction  the  dues  are  sent. 
Pomonas,  like  the  Subordinate,  are  en- 
titled to  representation  at  State  Grange. 
This  legislation  has  proven  to  be  the 
most  constructive  of  any  internal  legis- 
lation in  years.  Dating  from  it  Pomonas 
all  over  have  taken  on  new  life  and 
aspirations.  They  have  money  to  meet 
their  requirements  now.  Good  speakers 
are  secured,  pride  in  degree  work  is  be- 
ing wonderfully  stimulated,  business  con- 
tracts are  taken  on  and  the  standing  of 
the  Grange  has  been  enhanced  in  every 
county,  while  membership  in  Pomona  is 
sought  after  everywhere. 

Movements  that  attain  large  propor- 
tions often  have  their  inception  in  Po- 
mona Granges.  In  Pomona  No.  3  of 
Chester  and  Delaware  Counties  there  was 
launched  the  project  that  culminated  in 
the  big  milk  organization  at  Philadelphia 
while  in  Tioga  Pomona  they  fostered  the 
Pennsylvania  end  of  the  New  York  Milk 
organization. 

Several  Pomonas  own  valuable  real 
estate  and  conduct  businesses  of  various 
kinds. 

LEGISLATIVE  HEADQUARTERS 

The  legislative  work  of  the  State 
Grange  has  always  been  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a  Legislative  Committee  which 
has  been  appointed  from  time  to  time 
by  the  Master  of  the  State  Grange,  who 
is  ex-officio  chairman  of  the  Committee. 
This  is  a  standing  committee  making 
report  to  the  annual  sessions  of  the 
State  Grange  of  work  accomplished  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  giving  a  recital  of 
the  existing  situation  regarding  pros- 
pective legislation  and  our  needs  for 
action  in  either  furthering  or  defeating 
prospective  bills.  At  these  annual  ses- 
sions the  State  Grange  outlines  policies 
which  they  would  like  the  Legislative 
Committee  to  follow  with  reference  to 
expected  important  legislation.  This 
work  became  of  such  great  importance 
that  it  -seemed  advisable  to  establish 
permanent  headquarters  on  legislation 
at  Harrisburg  and'  this  was  done  at  the 
Philadelphia  session  in  1916.  Brother 
Fred  Brenckman,  two  years  later  elected 
Secretary  of  State  Grange,  was  placed 
in  charge  of  the  legislative  headquarters 


with  offices  located  in  the  Telegraph 
Building,  Harrisburg.  Pennsylvania  was 
a  pioneer,  being  the  first  State  Grange 
to  establish  permanent  legislative  head- 
quarters   in    the    Capital    City. 

The  National  Grange  has  similar 
permanent  headquarters  at  Washington, 
D.  C.  and  the  legislative  agents  at  both 
these  headquarters  are  constantly  on 
duty  in  the  work  of  furthering  the  in- 
terests of  agriculture,  in  promoting  the 
cause  of  good  government  by  actively 
laboring  to  advance  good  legislation  as 
well  as  to  defeat  vicious  legislation. 
This  alone  is  worth  many  times  the  cost 
of  the  Grange.  It  is  only  through 
organization,  an  organization  that  is 
always  prepared  and  ready  to  speak  and 
act  for  the  farmer  that  the  farmer  can 
secure  a  square  deal  in  legislative  mat- 
ters. 

Pennsylvania   Grange   News 

About  the  year  1900  this  state  felt  the 
need  for  some  press  medium  of  communi- 
cation and  a  news  letter  was  issued 
monthly  by  state  officers  to  the  Granges. 
Later  this  was  enlarged  and  carried  ad- 
vertising for  the  membership.  In  1903, 
by  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
State  Master  Hill  applied  for  a  Post 
Office  Franchise  for  a  monthly  magazine 
to  be  called  "Pennsylvania  Grange 
News"  and  the  basis  was  established 
for  our  present  publication  that  has  be- 
come a  fixture   in   Grange   policy. 

Keystone  Grange  Exchange.  In  recent 
years  the  business  arm  of  the  Order  has 
been  centered  in  this  agency.  It  has 
recently  located  officers  in  The  Tele- 
graph Building,  Harrisburg  where  the 
Manager,  Bro.  Lynn  Hall,  hopes  to  build 
up  a  still  larger  volume  of  business  by 
reason  of  better  facilities  and  a  more 
central  location.  The  Exchange  is 
governed  by  a  Board  of  five  Directors 
elected  by  State  Grange.  This  exchange 
is  the  purchasing  agency  for  the  mem- 
bership in  the  State.  It  is  conducted  for 
service  and  not  for  profit.  It  was  first 
established  at  Mansfield  in  1912,  and 
Bro.  E.  B.  Dorsett  was  the  first  manager. 

Women  in  the  Grange.  When  the 
Grange  was  in  a  formative  state  and 
while  Mr.  Kelly  was  working  on  the 
plans  for  the  organization,  his  niece, 
Miss  Carria  A.  HalLsuggested  that  women 
be  admitted  to  full  membership  on  the 


11 


same  grounds  as  men.  She  advanced  the 
thought  that  no  farm  could  be  fully  a 
success  without  a  woman  and  that  a  farm 
organization  would  not  succeed  without 
women.  From  the  first  women  have  stood 
on  an  equal  footing  with  men  in  the 
Grange.  The  home  and  the  household 
have  had  the  same  representation  as  the 
field  and  the  farm.  The  Grange  was 
the  first  organization  of  this  kind  to 
admit  women  to  full  and  equal  member- 
ship and  it  has  been  a  constant  champion 
of  the  things  that  would  make  her  sphere 
of  life  all  that  it  should  be.  Much  of 
the  success  of  the  Grange,  as  of  the  farm, 
has  come  from  her  labors  and   devotion. 

Among  the  notable  public  services  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Grange  in  recent 
years  was  the  successful  campaign  it 
waged  to  arouse  the  people  to  the  neces- 
sity of  properly  conserving  our  natural 
resources,  particularly  our  timber  lands. 

Nature  would  long  since  have  re- 
forested our  denuded  areas  if  proper  fire 
protection   had   been    provided. 

Under  the  leadership  of  the  late  Dr. 
J.  T.  Eothroek  and  a  few  other  far-see- 
ing and  public  spirited  citizens, 
Pennsylvania  established  a  forestry  de- 
partment in  1895  and  began  to  make 
systematic  efforts  to  restore  timber  pro- 
duction in  the  State.  But  the  attitude 
of  the  general  public  toward  this  laudable 
and  necessary  work  was  characterized 
largely  by  indifference  and  neglect. 
Every  year  tens  of  thousands  of  acres 
of  forest  land  were  being  devastated  by 
fire  and  the  work  of  the  forestry  de- 
partment was  being  nullified  and  almost 
reduced  to  nothingness. 

At  the  annual  session  of  the  State 
Grange  held  at  Williamsport  in  the  fall 
of  1917,  resolutions  were  adopted  de- 
ploring the  waste  and  loss  occasioned 
by  these  fires,  which  were  referred  to  as 
an  economic  crime  and  as  constituting  a 
grave  menace  to  the  future  prosperity 
and  well-being  of  the   Commonwealth. 

The  Master  of  the  State  Grange  was 
authorized  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
thoroughly  study  and  investigate  this 
whole  subject  and  to  report  its  findings 
with  an  outline  of  policy  at  the  next 
annual  meeting. 

Hon.  Gifford  Pinehot,  the  leading  con- 
servationist of  the  country  and  a  former 
chief  forester  of  the  United  States,  was 
appointed  to  head  this  committee.     Past 


Master  W.  T.  Creasy  and  Fred  Brenck- 
man  were  named  as  the  other  members. 
Hon.  George  Woodruff,  a  former  deputy 
attorney  general  of  the  United  States 
and  an  outstanding  figure  in  national 
conservation  affairs,  was  secured  to  serve 
as  counsel  for  the  committee  and  con- 
tributed greatly  to  the  success  of  its 
labors. 

The  report  of  this  committee,  adopted 
at  the  annual  session  of  the  State  Grange 
in  1918,  was  broadcasted  over  the  State 
and  aided  material"/  in  crystallizing 
public  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  reform 
championed  by  the  Grange.  The  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  backed  by  the 
united  support  of  the  Grange,  carried  the 
demand  for  reform  to  every  quarter  of 
the  State  during  the  ensuing  two  years. 

At  length  Mr.  Pinehot  was  prevailed 
upon  by  Governor  Sproul  to  personally 
head  the  department  of  forestry  and  to 
inaugurate  the  policies  advocated  by  the 
Grange.  Under  his  competent  leadership, 
the  work  in  the  department  and  in  the 
field  was  thoroughly  reorganized  and  in 
less  than  two  years  Pennsylvania  was 
rated  as  having  the  best  forestry  de- 
partment  in   the  Union. 

Other  organizations  were  enlisted  in  the 
Grange  crusade,  the  support  of  the  news- 
papers was  won,  and  the  people  of  the 
whole  State  were  roused  as  never  before 
to  the  importance  of  giving  our  forest 
areas  proper  fire  protection.  Largely 
increased  appropriations  were  secured  for 
fire  prevention  and  control;  greater  ap- 
propriations were  also  made  for  the 
acquisition  of  cut-over  land  by"  the  State 
and  the  whole  forestry  policy  of  Penn- 
sylvania wa3  put  on  a  more  sound  and 
substantial   basis   than    ever    before. 

The  work  of  the  State  Grange  has 
not  always  been  of  an  affirmative  char- 
acter. It  has  had  occasion  to  oppose 
some  movements  with  all  the  force  at 
its  command.  It  has  "scotched"  bad 
and  vicious  bills  in  practically  every  ses- 
sion of  the  legislature.  We  will  cite 
but  three  instances  in  different  periods. 
During  W.  F.  Hill's  administration  there 
was  conducted  the  fight  against  the  ag- 
gressive beef  trust  and  packing  house 
interests  in  their  determination  to  foist 
oleomargarine  on  our  market  for  and  as 
colored  butter.  The  Grange  made  the 
oleo  fight  almost  singlehanded.  The 
State  Department  of  Agriculture  as  then 
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constituted,  had  more  politics  than  agri- 
culture in  it.  The  dairy  interests  of 
the  state,  especially  around  Phila.  joined 
with  the  Grange  in  the  fight  which  proved 
to  be  a  long,  hot  one.  But  oleo  was  put 
into  its  legitimate  place  and  has  been 
kept   there   ever   since. 


Hon.  Gifford  Pixchot 

Chairman  Conservation  Committee 

and  Governor   of  Pennsylvania. 


During  the  administration  of  W.  T. 
Creasy  the  political  interests  undertook 
to  put  through  a  bond  issue  of  fifty  mil- 
lion dollars  ostensibly  for  good  roads. 
If  secured,  the  money  was  to  be  spent 
under  the  direction  of  the  Highway  Com- 


missioner. That  particular  Highway 
Commissioner  was  holding  office  by 
reason  of  his  fealty  to  the  political 
powers  and  possessed  but  little  fitness 
for  the  big  job  of  disbursing  that  sum 
of  money  for  the  benefit  of  roads.  Under 
his  direction  the  Grange  contended  that 
the  money  would  be  worse  than  wasted 
and  the  proposed  bond  issue  was  de- 
feated. 

"We  always  have  claimed  that  if  taxa- 
tion were  equalized,  as  per  the  Grange 
contention,  the  State  Treasury  would 
have  plenty  of  money  and  there  would 
be  no  necessity  to  urge  bond  issues  for 
roads   or   for   any   other   purpose. 

During  the  present  administration  of 
John  A.  MeSparran,  the  Grange  success- 
fully took  position  again  in  opposition  to 
a  proposed   big  move. 

The  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation 
seemed  to  have  plans  outlined  to  sweep 
over  the  entire  country,  absorb  the  Farm 
Bureaus  already  established,  and  put  them 
under  the  control  of  a  centralized  force  of 
high  salaried  officials  way  off  somewhere. 
In  the  State  we  had  a  large  number  of 
County  Agents  that  were  striving  their 
best  to  serve  the  people  in  the  different 
counties.  Their  services  were  on  a  demo- 
cratic basis  and  like  tin  public  schools 
were  free  to  all,  rich  and  poor  alike.  The 
Pennsylvania  State  College  was  reach- 
ing out  with  its  extension  service  through 
these  County  Agents  and  real  service  was 
being  given  practically  without  money 
and  without  price.  But  Big  Business 
wasn't  satisfied-  It  wanted  to  get  the 
Farm  Bureaus  under  control.  The  Grange 
took  up  the  gauntlet  once  more  and  so 
far  as  this  state  is  concerned  the  Farm 
Bureaus  are  remaining  free  agents  and 
may  continue  to  serve  the  people  on  the 
original  basis  of  the  law  as  outlined  by 
the    United    States    Government. 
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Pennsylvania's  First  Subordinate  Qrange 


Luke  Eger  who  lived  a  few  miles  from 
Montgomery  in  Lycoming  County  had 
been  seeing  reference  in  the  farm  papers 
to  a  Farmers '  Organization  called  the 
Grange.  It  was  already  going  strong 
in  certain  Western  States,  so  he  sent  to 
the  Washington  Headquarters  for  liter- 
ature which  he  distributed  among  his 
neighbors.  Later  they  decided  to  have 
an  organizer  come  and  tell  them  about 
it.  Mr.  D.  C.  Curtis  was  sent  from 
Washington  and  March  4,  1871  the  first 
Grange  was  launched.  Its  name  Eagle 
was  chosen  in  honor  of  Bald  Eagle 
Mountain  at  whose  base  the  Grange 
nestled. 

Mr.  Eger  Worked  hard  for  a  long  time 
before  he  could  get  his  neighbors  to 
assent  to  unite  in  a  Grange.  Finally 
"to  keep  peace  in  the  family"  as  his 
Brother-in-law  Frank  Porter  put  it, 
enough  of  them  agreed  to  go  in  along 
and  February  22,  1871,  Mr.  Eger  dis- 
patched   the    following    letter: 

Mr.  O.  H.  Kelley, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Sir: 

I  have  at  last  succeeded  in  organizing 
and  raising  a  club  here,  and  I  think 
there  will  be  little  trouble  after  this  in 
establishing    clubs    in    this    county. 

I  inclose  fee  for  dispensation,  etc. 
As  our  club  room  for  the  present  is  some 
distance  from  Montgomery  station,  I 
would  be  pleased  to  be  notified  some  days 
before  the  arrival  of  the  Deputy,  so 
as  to  meet  him  with  conveyance,  as  the 
roads  are  getting  in  bad  condition,  and 
also  to  be  able  to  notify  the  members. 
Your   obedient   servant, 

Luke  Eger. 

Although  Deputy  Curtis  was  consid- 
ered a  hard  working  Deputy  yet  it  was 
over  two  years  before  another  Grange 
was  organized  in  this  state.  During 
March  1871  a  dozen  other  Granges  were 
organized  in  other  states.  As  this  was 
the  first  Grange  in  Pennsylvania,  I  will 
give  the  names  of  the  charter  members 


and  of  the  officers  elected,  as  well  as 
some  comment  on  their  early  struggles. 
The  writer  has  had  the  honor  and  priv- 
ilege of  visiting  old  Eagle  Grange  and 
of  being  entertained  in  the  home  of 
some  of  its  good  members. 

Officers  and  Charter  Members  of  Eagle 
Grange  No.  1 :  Master,  Luke  Eger ;  over- 
seer, Samuel  McClees;  lecturer,  Henry 
Decker;  Steward,  William  Hoffman; 
ass't.  steward,  Joseph  Walter;  chaplain, 
Chas.  Berger;  treasurer,  John  C.  Bas- 
tian;  secretary,  Abraham  Page;  gate- 
keeper, James  Tyson;  ceres,  Amelia 
Harman;  flora,  Eachel  Porter;  Pomona, 
Lottie    Porter;     L.    A.     S.,    Christianna 


Members:  Eli  Harman,  John  Page, 
John  Fritze,  Daniel  Fritze,  Sarah  Fritze, 
Alfred  Shaffer,  John  Webb,  Mary 
Decker,  Cornelius  Shaffer,  Esther  Walter, 
Benjamin  Harman,  Daniel  C.  Griggs, 
Hannah  Eger,  Joseph  Heilman,  Anna 
Griggs,  Susan  Hoffman,  William  Getze, 
Franklin  Porter,  Samuel  P.  Shaffer,  T. 
I.  Smith,  Henry  Waltman,  Henry  Berger, 
Michael  Sechler,  Susan  Waltman,  Charles 
Kjelley,  Susan  Bastian,  Jessiah  Myers, 
Total  40. 

Fee  paid  $5.00  for  male,  $3.00  for 
female  members.  Th  fee  for  a  female 
member  was  fixed  at  $2.00  within  three 
months  after  organizing  and  for  several 
years  initiation  fees  remained  as  above. 
The  dues  were  fixed  at  10c  per  month 
for  each  sex.  At  the  second  meeting 
held  on  March  13th,  a  resolution  was 
passed  fining  male  officers  25c  and  fe- 
male officers  12j4e  for  absence  unless 
they  later  presented  an  acceptable  or 
lawful  excuse  to  the  Grange.  The  min- 
utes show  that  a  number  paid  fines. 

Another  resolution  provided  that 
regalia  be  made  immediately  for  fifty 
male  members  and  twenty-five  female 
members.  These  necessarily  had  to  be 
made  at  home  and  by  hand  at  that. 
August  10,  1871  the  Committee  of  Sisters 
reported  the  entire  seventy-five  ready 
and  at  a  cost  of  $32.00.     An  order  was 
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issued  on  the  Treasurer  for  that  amount 
payable  to   Sister   Lottie  Porter. 

No.  2  of  By-Laws  provided  for  holdiug 
the  election  of  officers  annually  at  the 
last  regular  meeting  in  March  and  to 
be  installed  at  the  last  regular  meeting 
in  April.     All  elections  to  be  by  ballot. 

Mr.  Curtis  remained  at  the  home  of 
Brother  Eger  for  several  weeks.  The 
old  hall  is  now  used  as  a  poor  house 
for  the  Borough  of  Montgomery.  Prom 
about  1880-1890  Brother  and  Sister  Eger 
annually  attended  Williams  Grove  and 
State  Granges.  August  1890  although 
not  feeling  well  he  went  to  Williams 
Grove  and  came  back  still  unwell.  Ty- 
phoid fever  developed  and  he  passed 
away  November  11,  1890. 

One  hundred  By-Laws  cost  the  Grange 
$18.00. 

Members  of  this  Grange  considered 
this  as  Grange  No.  2  until  September 
11,  1873,  when  in  the  course  of  cor- 
responding with  Brother  Kelley  with 
regard  to  organizing  a  State  Grange, 
they  learned  that  the  organization  at 
Harrisburg  had  failed  of  completion. 
From  this  time  on  they  used  their  legit- 
imate  number    (1). 

Members  early  manifested  a  determin- 
ation to  protect  their  own  interests,  and 
in  discussing  the  purchasing  of  supplies 
the  minutes  imply  that  the  Shylock  was 
not  averse  to  plying  his  trade  then,  for 
we  find  a  resolution  recorded  that  where 
agents  refused  to  give  the  Order  a  bene- 
fit in  price  such  agents  should  not  be 
patronized. 

At  the  second  year's  election,  Brother 
T.   I.  Smith  was   chosen   Master;    Henry 


Decker,  Lecturer  and  M.  Sechler,  Sec- 
retary. At  the  election  for  1873,  Brother 
Frank  Porter  was  elected  Master,  Wm. 
Hoffman,  Lecturer  and  M.  Sechler,  Sec- 
retary. 

So  it  was  that  the  Grange  voted  to 
send  the  Master,  Brother  Porter  as  its 
delegate  to  Beading  to  meet  with  other 
delegates  to  consider  the  propriety  of 
organizing  a  State  Grange.  And  at 
this  meeting  the  State  Grange  of  Penn- 
sylvania was  organized  and  Brother 
Porter    was    elected    Overseer. 

The  matter  of  building  and  owning  a 
hall  of  its  own  had  been  a  perpetual 
ambition  of  these  pioneers.  The  minutes 
record  that  a  motion  was  made  at  their 
second  meeting  that  they  should  at  once 
proceed  to  the  building  of  a  two  stoiy 
hall.  Because  of  determination  to  se- 
curely preserve  the  secrets  of  the  Order 
those  farmers  would  not  hold  their  meet- 
ings on  the  first  floor.  Later  a  *4  acre 
of  land  was  purchased  from  Brother 
Eger  for  $20.00  and  when  in  1896  the 
Grange  celebrated  its  twenty-fifth  anni- 
versary they  entertained  their  guests 
in  their  own  fine  two  story  hall.  Brother 
Mortimer  Whitehead,  Past  Lecturer  of 
the  National  Grange  and  W.  F.  Hill, 
Lecturer  of  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Grange  were  invited  guests  and  speakers 
on   this    occasion. 

Eagle  Grange  No.  1  had  no  sister  organ- 
ization in  the  state  for  nearly  two  years. 
But  she  kept  the  fires  burning  then  as 
she  has  ever  since.  We  congratulate 
her  on  her  enviable  position  in  the  Order, 
on  her  faithfulness  and  her  present 
success. 
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Organization  of  State  Qrange 


Delegates  from  the  various  Granges  of 
the  Order  of  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  re- 
cently established  in  the  counties  of  Berks, 
Bucks,  Chester,  Crawford,  Cumberland, 
Lancaster,  Lebanon,  Lycoming,  Monroe 
and  Montgomery  all  assembled  in  Blen- 
izer's  Hall  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 
state  organization.  Of  the  twenty-five 
Granges  in  the  state,  twenty-two  were 
represented.  Besides  the  regular  repre- 
sentatives there  were  present  about  two 
hundred  members  of  the  Order  from  Berks 
and  the  adjoining  counties.  The  great  ma- 
jority being  farmers  with  their  wives  and 
daughters.  The  assembly  was  one  of 
more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  discussions  were 
rendered  and  the  serious  questions  dis- 
posed of  proved  that  our  agricultural 
people  are  as  capable  of  meeting  the 
great  issues  of  the  time  as  any  other 
class  and  that  the  influence  of  their  de- 
liberation will  result  in  good  in  all  parts 
of  the  state  is  beyond  doubt. 

The  representatives  from  the  Subordi- 
nate Granges  were  as  follows:  Frank 
Porter,  Eagle  Grange  No.  1,  Montgomery, 
Lycoming  County;  J.  L.  Miller,  Key- 
stone Grange  No.  2,  Trappe,  Montgomery, 
County;  Moses  Brinton,  Octarora  Grange 
No.  3,  Octarora,  Lancaster  County;  Wil- 
liam Yocum,  Amity  Grange  No.  4, 
Douglassville,  Berks  County;  Ezra 
Griesemer,  Wilkinson  Grange  No.  5, 
Griesemerville,  Berks  County;  John  S. 
Frazer,  Mt.  Pleasant  Grange  No.  6,  Coons 
Corners,  Crawford  County;  M.  H.  Bread- 
linger,  Goodwill  Grange  No.  7,  New 
Hanover,  Montgomery  County;  B.  Y. 
Hallowell,  Pennypacker  Grange  No.  8, 
Hatboro,  Montgomery  County;  John  I 
Carter,  Pioneer  Grange  No.  9,  London 
Grove,  Chester  County;  John  H.  Snyder, 
Monoccay  Grange  No.  10,  Berks  County; 
John  G.  Dengler,  Charity  Grange  No. 
11,  Oley,  Berks  County;  Henry  Tyson, 
Exeter  Grange  No.  12,  Exeter,  Berks 
County;  J.  M.  Shollenberger,  Moselem 
Grange  No.  13,  Fleetwood,  Berks  County; 
G.  T.  Kutz,  Maxatawny  Grange  No.  14, 


Kutztown,  Berks  County;  John  B.  Keiff, 
East  Coventry  Grange  No.  15,  Chester 
County;  R.  H.  Thomas,  Cumberland 
Grange  No.  16,  Mechanicsburg,  Cumber- 
land County;  C.  P.  Steinmetz,  Annville 
Grange  No.  17,  Lebanon  County;  D.  B. 
Mauger,  Adams  Grange  No.  18,  Berks 
County;  W.  W.  Parker,  Kennett  Grange 
No.  19,  Chester  County;  J.  G.  Rosen- 
berry,  Gerrysville  Grange  No.  21,  Bucks 
County;  Dr.  F.  W.  Heckel,  Vincent 
Grange  No.  22,  Montgomery  County;  W. 
H.  Reinhart,  Union  Grange  No.  24, 
Union,   Monroe   County. 

The  sessions  convened  with  open  doors 
at  eleven  o  'clock,  being  called  to  order 
by  National  Deputy  James  Wilkinson, 
Reading,  Pa.,  who  proceeded  briefly  to 
explain  the  direct  object  of  the  meeting. 
Master  W.  H.  Reinhart  of  Monroe 
County  was  chosen  Secretary  of  the  tem- 
porary organization.  The  delegates  then 
went  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mas- 
ter R.  H.  Thomas,  of  Mechanicsburg,  in 
the  Chair  and  Master  W.  H.  Reinhart  act- 
ing as  Secretary.  On  motion  a  committee 
consisting  of  Masters  R.  H.  Thomas,  D. 
B.  Mauger,  J.  G.  Miller,  Frank  Porter 
and  T.  W.  Eckert,  was  appointed  to 
draft  a  constitution  and  by-laws.  On 
motion  a  committee  consisting  of  Mas- 
ters John  I.  Carter,  F.  W.  Heckel,  D. 
B.  Mauger,  E.  Z.  Griesemer  and  W.  H- 
Reinhart  was  appointed  to  diraft  an 
order  of  business.  The  meeting  then 
adjourned  until  2  p.  m.,  and  at  the  after- 
noon session  none  but  members  of  the 
Order  were  admitted.  Deputy  Wilkinson 
appointed  the  following  officers  pro  tern: 
D.  R.  Hock,  Gatekeeper;  Ezra  Griese- 
mer, Steward;  Sister  M.  S.  Griesemer, 
Lady  Assistant  Steward.  A  general  dis- 
cussion was  had  as  to  the  policy  of 
initiating  a  member  who  followed  some 
other  occupation  than  that  of  farming. 
It  was  decided  by  general  consent  that 
he  could  become  a  member  if  his  feel- 
ings and  opinions  were  in  accordance 
with  the  principles  of  the  Order.  It 
was    determined    to    organize     a    State 
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Five  Well  Known  Leaders 
(6)   A.   M.   Cornell,   Past   Lecturer;     (7)   Frank    N.    Moore,    Past   Overseer   and 
former    member    of    Legislative    Committee;      (8)     James    G.    McSparran,    Past 
Overseer   and   member   Legislative   Committee;     (9)   Rev.   H.   G.    Teagarden,   Past 
Lecturer  and  Chaplain;    (10)   S.  E.  Mvin,  second  Treasurer. 
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Grange  and  that  the  officers  elected  at 
this  time  should  hold  their  positions  until 
the  annual  meeting  in  January  1875. 
A  constitution  and  by-laws  were  adopted, 
several  resolutions  acted  upon  and  the 
meeting  then  stood  at  recess  until  7 
o  'clock  that  evening. 

At  the  evening  session  a  committee  on 
nomination  for  officers  reported  as  fol- 
lows: Master,  D.  B.  Mauger,  Douglass- 
ville,  Berks  County;  Overseer,  Frank 
Porter,  Montgomery,  Lycoming  County; 
Lecturer,  John  I.  Carter,  West  Grove, 
Chester  County;  Steward,  Moses  Brin- 
ton,  Oetarora,  Lancaster  County;  As- 
sistant Steward,  W.  H.  Eeinhart,  Jackson 
Corners,  Monroe  County;  Chaplain,  J. 
F.  Miller,  Trappe,  Montgomery  County; 
Treasurer,  "William  Yocum,  Douglassville, 
Berks  County,  Secretary,  B.  H.  Thomas, 
Mechanicsburg,  Cumberland  County ; 
Gatekeeper,  M.  H.  Breadlinger,  New 
Hanover,  Montgomery  County;  Ceres, 
Miss  Kate  Hoch,  Oley,  Berks  County; 
Pomona,  Mrs.  E.  Detwiler,  Seltzel's 
Store,  Chester  County;  Flora,  Mrs.  E. 
Mauger,  Pottstown,  Montgomery  County; 
Lady  Assistant  Steward,  Miss  E.  Griese- 
mer,  Yellow  House,  Berks  County;  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  two  years,  Dr.  F.  H. 
Heckel,  Spring  City,  Chester  County; 
William  W.  Parker,  Parksville,  Chester 
County;  E.  Z.  Griesemer,  Yellow  House, 
Berks  County ;  Executive  Committee  for 
one  year,  Harry  Tvson,  Exeter  Station, 
Berks  County;  J.  *B.  Beiff,  Pottstown, 
Montgomery  County;  C.  T.  Steinmetz, 
Annville,  Lebanon  County.  The  report 
of  the  committee  was  adopted,  the  com- 
mittee discharged,  and  the  nominees  elec- 
ted by  ballot. 

Worthy  Xational  Master  Dudley  W. 
Adams,  Iowa,  and  Worthy  Xational  Lec- 
turer, T.  A.  Thompson,  of  Minnesota  be- 
ing present  were  received  with  honors, 
after  which  they  proceeded  to  install  the 
officers  elect  in  due  form,  and  then  de- 
clared the  State  Grange  of  Pennsylvania 
fully  organized.  On  motion  it  was  re- 
solved that  the  State  Master  should  ap- 
point a  committee  on  printing.  He  ap- 
pointed Brothers  Thomas  of  Cumberland 
County,  Parker  of  Chester  and  Beiff  of 
Montgomery  County.  On  motion  resolved 
that  when  the  meeting  closes  it  shall  be 
to  meet  in  annual  session  in  the  city  of 
Harrisburg  on  the  first  Monday  of  Janu- 
ary, 1874.     A  meeting  was  held  the  next 


morning  at  8  o  'clock  a.  m.,  which  was 
opened  in  due  form  by  Xational  Master 
Adams.  In  order  to  establish  a  fund 
in  the  treasury  it  was  resolved  that  each 
Grange  should  be  requested  to  pay  in 
the  sum  of  $5.00  which  was  to  be  de- 
ducted from  the  first  quarters  dues  paid 
by  these  Granges.  Bent  for  the  use  of 
the  hall  amounting  to  $6.00  was  ordered 
paid  and  6,000  copies  of  the  constitution 
and  by-laws  to  be  printed  ready  for  dis- 
tribution. The  Xational  Lecturer  Thomp- 
son then  spoke  enthusiastically  of  the 
many  social  and  educational  and  pecu- 
niary advantages  of  the  Order  and  ex- 
emplified the  unwritten  work.  At  the 
afternoon  session  Secretary  Thomas  was 
directed  to  procure  a  suitable  room  for 
an  office.  After  further  exchange  of 
views  Grange  closed  in  full  form. 

On  January  7,  1874  the  State  Grange 
assembled  in  its  second  annual  session 
in  the  hall  of  Patriarch  Grange  Xo.  42, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.  During  the  year  seventy- 
four  Granges  had  reported  and  fifty-two 
were  represented  at  this  meeting.  There 
was  much  enthusiasm  and  Brother  H. 
C.  Demming,  Chairman  of  Committee 
on  Local  Arrangements  announced  that 
the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Represent 
atives  had  ben  secured  for  a  public  meet- 
ing on  Thursday  evening.  Among  vis- 
itors present  from  other  states  was  Na 
tional  Lecturer  T.  A.  Thompson,  Who 
gave  much  valuable  information  respect- 
ing the  progress  of  the  Order  elsewhere. 
The  pecuniary  benefits  were  given  promi- 
nent consideration  in  the  early  days  and 
the  Xational  Lecturer  instanced  one  Sub- 
ordinate Grange  in  Xorth  Carolina  which 
saved  $410  in  a  few  weeks  in  the  pur- 
chase of  pork  alone.  ,At  an  executive 
committee  meeting  held  October  31,  1873, 
Secretary  Thomas  was  authorized  to 
publish  a  weekly  paper  in  the  interest 
of  the  Order  in  Pennsylvania  with  the 
understanding  that  the  State  Grange 
should  not  be  financially  liable  or  other- 
wise responsible  for  the  publication.  This 
resulted  in  the  establishment  of  the 
Farmers  Friend  and  Grange  Advocate, 
which  attained  a  large  circulation  and 
was  for  many  years  a  most  potent  factor 
in  disseminating  Grange  principles  and 
upbuilding  the  Order.  After  the  death 
of  its  editor,  Col.  B.  H.  Thomas,  which 
occurred  in  the  year  1908,  the  manage- 
ment of  the  publication  became  less  ag- 
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gressive  and  the  publication  was  discon- 
tinued. At  this  session  of  the  State 
Grange  the  chief  executive  of  the  State, 
Governor  Hartranft,  expressed  a  desire 
to  have  this  body  of  organized  farmers 
call  on  him  at  the  Executive  Chamber 
which  they  did,  after  personal  introduc- 
tions the  Governor  addressed  his  visitors 
in  a  short  and  sympathetic  address.  The 
National  Lecturer  at  this  session  con- 
ferred the  fifth  degree  on  those  entitled 
to  it  and  read  the  following  letter  from 
Brother  0.  H.  Kelley,  National  Grange 
Secretary: 

"Washington,  D.  C.,  January  7,  1874. 
"Brother   Thomas: 

"I  regret  I  cannot  leave  the  office  to 
go  to  Harrisburg.  I  regret  it  as  It 
being  my  birthday  I  wanted  to  leave 
work  and  celebrate  it.  Tell  our  Brothers 
there  that  Harrisburg  was  the  first  place 
I  stopped  in  on  starting  out  with  our 
Order.  The  very  first  dispensation  ever 
issued  was  given  to  three  citizens  of 
Harrisburg,  April  6,  1868.  They  were 
"W.  T.  Hildrup,  D.  W.  Gross  and  G. 
Small.  I  left  them  the  entire  secret  work 
and  rituals  and  they  paid  me  $15.00 
agreeing  to  fill  up  their  Grange  at  some 
future  time.     I  don't  know  officially  as 


they  have  done  so  or  not.  I  trust  the 
State  Grange  will  not  forget  these  gentle- 
men in  writing  the  history  of  the  Order 
in    Pennsylvania. 

' '  Yours   Fraternally, 

"O.   H.  Kelley." 

The  making  of  business  contracts  with 
various  firms  to  supply  the  needs  of  farm 
and  home  was  being  taken  up  earnestly 
at  this  time.  Trouble  was  beginning  to 
manifest  itself  because  the  Brothers  and 
Sisters  would  not  keep  prices  to  them- 
selves. Betail  dealers  were  insisting  that 
wholesalers  should  not  sell  to  the 
Grangers.  But  despite  the  obstacle  thou- 
sands of  dollars  of  direct  business  was 
being  done  at  the  saving  of  a  good  per 
cent  to  the  membership.  The  trade  ar- 
rangements made  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee in  the  early  years  of  the  Grange 
of  Pennsylvania  were  wonderfully  satis- 
factory and  successful.  Opposition  "  of 
retail  dealers  seemed  only  to  spur  the 
membership  to  more  determined  efforts 
for  self  preservation  in  the  business  world 
and  the  system  worked  out  by  our  fore- 
fathers which  brought  a  revenue  to  the 
State  Grange  treasury  and  at  the  same 
time  a  saving  to  the  individual  member 
stands  as  a  record  unexcelled  to-day. 
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Early  Sessions  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Qrange 


First  Axxtjal  Session 

January  7,  1874,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

State  Grange  met  in  annual  session 
in  hall  of  Patriarch  Grange,  No.  42.  This 
session  reported  seventy-four  Granges  in 
the  State — an  increase  of  200  per  cent 
in  three  and  one-half  months. 

At  this  session  the  seal  of  the  State 
and  Subordinate  Granges  was  adopted 
and  is  the  familiar  sheaf  of  wheat  with 
plow  underneath. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  State 
held  a  meeting  in  Pottstown,  October  31, 
1873  and  designated  W.  M.  Mauger  as 
purchasing  agent  for  the  State.  In  his 
report  at  this  session  he  announced  that 
manufacturers  of  three  makes  of  sewing 
machines  had  agreed  to  sell  single  ma- 
chines at  discounts  ranging  from  40  to 
50  per  cent. 

Governor  Hartranft  gave  recognition 
to  this  new  body  of  struggling  farmers 
inviting  them  to  the  Executive  Chambers. 
Invitation  accepted.  The  receipts  since 
organization  were  $170.85  while  bills 
paid  by  the  Treasurer  totaled  $237.57. 
Surely  the  financial  outlook  was  not  very 
encouraging.  A  motion  was  passed  to 
access  each  Subordinate  Grange  $5.00 
crediting  the  amount  on  its  next  quar- 
ter 's  dues. 

Special  session  State  Grange  held  June 
10,  1874,  in  Franklin  Hall,  Mechanics- 
burg.  One  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
Masters  answered  the  roll  call.  But 
few  of  them  were  accompanied  by  their 
wives.  The  Grange  was  addressed  by 
Brother  B.  M.  Kitchen,  W.  M.  of  the 
West  Virginia  State  Grange.  Brother 
Samuel  B.  Downing,  was  called  upon 
to  respond  and  the  young  man  who 
later  was  to  play  a  very  important 
part  in  Grange  promotion,  made  his 
virgin  speech  and  was  appointed  Chair- 
man of  the  Eesolutions  Committee.  The 
Grange  principle  of  dispensing  with  sur- 
plus middlemen  was  a  feature  that  was 
pushed  in  these  early  days  when  exces- 


sive profit  charges  were  common.  The 
delegates  purposed  keeping  this  organi- 
zation free  from  speculators  or  others 
who  were  not  farmers.  County  Councils 
were  being  organized  in  the  various 
counties.  A  delegate  from  a  council  was 
placed  on  an  equality  with  the  other  dele- 
gates and  on  motion  the  milage  of  all 
delegates  was  paid  from  home  to  the 
meeting  and  return  at  the  rate  of  four 
cents  per  mile.  A  movement  was  inaug- 
urated at  this  session  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  Grange  Fire  and  Life  Insurance 
Companies.  It  was  also  ordered  that  the 
Master  of  each  Subordinate  Grange 
should  appoint  a  committee  of  one  in  his 
Grange  on  legislation.  Bis  duties  being 
to  study  and  report  upon  such  bills  as 
may  be  introduced  in  the  Legislature 
effecting  the  general  welfare  of  agricul- 
ture. 

Thus  it  will  be  noted  that  the  State 
Grange  was  prompt  in  getting  into  ac- 
tion for  the  farmers  protection  and  bene- 
fit. Those  Brothers  and  Sisters  were 
striking  at  vital  matters.  "No  time 
was  lost  in  useless  effort. ' '  In  three  and 
a  half  month  after  the  State  Grange  was 
organized  there  were  fifty  more  Sub- 
ordinate Granges  organized  in  the  state. 

When  State  Grange  assembled  one 
year  afterward,  440  Granges  were  re- 
ported in  the  state  with  a  membership 
of  not  less  than  18,000  persons.  There 
was  a  corps  of  faithful  deputies  work- 
ing to  upbuild  the  Order.  The  deputies 
in  the  early  days  were  a  hard  working, 
sacrificing  body  of  men.  Few  of  us  give 
to  these  Grange  Apostles  the  credit  that 
they  deserve.  In  this  credit  their  wives 
are  entitled  to  share  as  they  kept  the 
home  fires  burning  while  the  men  were 
scouring  the  county  seeking  fields  in 
which  to  plant  new  Granges. 

A  large  number  of  County  and  Dis- 
trict Councils  were  organized  this  year. 
These  were  constituted  principally  for 
commercial  motives,  to  enable  groups  of 
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Officers  of  the  State  Grange,  1923 
(1)  Mrs.  Louie  Taylor  Rodgers,  Pomona ;  (2)  F.  P.  Willits,  Treasurer;  (3)  P. 
H.  Dewey,  Lecturer;  (4)  Mrs.  Charles  C.  Rankin,  Flora;  (5)  T.  E.  Talbett,  Stew- 
ard; (6)  Roland  N.  Benjamin,  Overseer;  (7)  Fred  Brenckman,  Secretary;  (8) 
John  A.  McSparran,  Master;  (9)  Eev.  G.  W.  Hatch,  Chaplain;  (10)  Mrs.  Jennie 
M.  Rodgers,  Ceres;  (11)  J.  B.  W.  Stufft,  Gate  Keeper;  (12)  James  J.  Cleland, 
Assistant  Steward;     (13)   Mrs.  Ada  N.  Bortles,  Lady  Assistant  Steward. 
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members  or  granges  to  purchase  supplies. 
Pomona  Granges  later  supplanted  them. 

Second  Annual  Session 
January  5,  1875 
This  session  was  held  in  the  Court 
House,  Williarnsport  and  Lycoming 
County  alone  now  had  twelve  Granges 
with  eight  hundred  members  to  welcome 
the  State  Grange.  The  Executive  Com- 
mittee was  directed  to  have  the  State 
Grange  incorporated.  August  9,  1875 
the  incorporation  was  duly  effected  in 
the  Berks  County  Court. 

Session  Lancaster — December  14,  1875 
Like  its  predecessor  the  sessions  of 
this  meeting  were  held  in  the  Court 
House.  During  this  year  the  organiza- 
tion of  Pomona  Granges  had  its  incep- 
tion, the  first  one  being  established  May 
11  by  Secretary  Thomas.  The  district 
embraced  comprised  Dauphin  and  Perry 
Counties.  Col.  H.  C.  Demming  was  elec- 
ted Master  and  he  states  that  this  was  the 
first  Pomona  organized  in  the  United 
States.  At  any  rate  it  was  the  first 
Pomona  Grange  organized  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. Sixteen  Pomona  Granges  were 
organized  this  year. 

The  membership  in  the  state  was  now 
about  25,000.  The  payment  of  milage 
of  delegates  to  the  annual  meetings, 
about  $6,000,  was  a  heavy  drain  on  the 
Treasury  and  an  effo  t  was  made  by  the 
Executive  Committee  to  reduce  the  repre- 
sentation. The  Grange  did  not  concur, 
however,  but  reduced  the  mileage  to  be 
paid  from  four  cents  to  two. 

The  Business  Agent  for  the  State 
Grange,  now  Brother  C.  E.  Gladding, 
had  established  an  office  in  Philadelphia. 
From  April  to  December  orders  had  been 
filled  to  the  amount  of  over  $130,000. 
It  cost  the  State  Grange  only  about  2 
per  cent  to  do  the  business.  At  the 
eighth  annual  session  of  the  National 
Grange  action  had  been  taken  to  dis- 
burse some  of  the  money  from  its  treas- 
ury to  the  various  states.  While  this 
was  intended  as  a  loan  it  virtually  be- 
came a  donation  and  our  State  Grange 
treasury  received  from  that  source  this 
year  $1,072.50.  In  order  to  build  up  the 
treasury  the  following  resolution  was 
unanimously  adopted  asking  contribu- 
tions as  follows  "Each  State  Officer  5 
per  cent  on  his  salary,  each  Deputy  $2.00, 


each  Master  and  Past  Master  of  a 
Subordinate  Grange  $1.00,  and  each  mem- 
ber in  the  state  ten  cents;  to  be  paid 
with  the  dues  payable  March  31,  1876." 

Fourth  Annual  Session — Meadville 
December  12,   1876 

Secretary  Thomas  reported  728  Granges 
in  the  state,  and  28,000  members,  a 
greater  ratio  of  increase  in  two  years 
than  any  other  state.  The  "Contribu- 
tion" resolution  of  the  last  session 
brought    in    $1,026.77. 

At  this  session  the  State  Grange  was 
confronted  with  the  fact  that  it  was  in 
debt  $12,000. 

The  business  agency  at  Philadelphia 
was  given  serious  concern.  While  in 
the  previous  year  each  Grange  that 
ordered  goods  had  been  prompt  in  mak- 
ing its  settlement,  this  year  a  number 
of  them  had  been  slow.  The  business 
agent,  in  order  to  keep  the  credit  of  the 
agency  good  with  the  dealers  from  whom 
he  purchased,  was  obliged  to  settle  for 
good  in  five  days.  Granges  were  sup- 
posed too  to  settle  within  five  days.  By 
paying  cash  they  were  carrying  out 
Grange  teachings  of  doing  business  on 
a  cash  basis  and  they  were  discounte- 
nancing  "the   credit   system." 

Obligations  had,  this  year,  been  in- 
curred, creditors  wanted  payment  and 
their  wasn't  cash  enough  to  meet  the  ob- 
ligations, pay  mileage  of  delegates,  etc. 
The  situation  was  critical.  The  body 
remained  in  session  sixteen  hours  one 
day  as  ways  and  means  were  discussed 
to  meet  their  obligations  honestly  and 
honorably.  The  State  Grange  in  Penn- 
sylvania never  had  auother  test  as  severe 
as  this  one  and  it  came  at  an  early  age, 
at  a  time  when  they  were  scarcely  out 
of  their  swaddling  clothes  but  to  the 
everlasting  credit  of  the  delegates  then 
assembled,  it  can  be  said  that  there  was 
no  thought  of  dishonoring  their  bills. 
The  only  question  was  to  find  how  to 
meet  them  and  pay  them  off.  Plan  after 
plan  was  proposed,  discussed  until  it 
was  found  that  it  was  not  adequate,  when 
it  would  be  cast  aside. 

It  is  an  adage  that  troubles  never 
come  singly  and  to  add  to  the  general 
discouragement,  the  Centennial  Encamp- 
ment buildings  caught  afire  and  burned 
to  the  ground.  The  Cmtennial  had  been 
held   in   Philadelphia   that   year   and   of 
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course  the  visitors  had  to  have  places 
to  eat  and  sleep. 

So  some  parties  got  hold  of  a  forty 
acre  tract  at  Elm  Station,  which  was 
not  far  from  the  entrance  to  the  Ex- 
position. They  wanted  to  sell  sixty 
thousand  dollars  of  stock  with  which  to 
erect  buildings,  furnish  and  equip  them 
for  the  entertainment  primarily  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Grange  and  afterward  of 
anybody.  While  this  was  a  private 
enterprise  for  which  the  State  Grange 
as  such  was  not  responsible  in  any  way, 
yet  a  number  of  prominent  Grange  mem- 
bers were  identified  with  it  and  were 
recommending  its  stock  to  other  mem- 
bers. At  the  previous  session  of  the 
State  Grange  two  hundred  fifty  shares 
of  stock — twelve  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  worth,  had  been  sold  to  the  mem- 
bership. A  stockholder  felt  that  when 
he  went  there  he  was  being  entertained 
in  his  own  hotel  and  this  hotel  was  ad- 
vertised as 'possession  more  rooms  than 
any  other  "hotel  in  the  United  States. 
It  was  equipped  with  all  conveniences, 
was  advantageously  located  and  lots  of 
Grange  people  attending  the  Centennial 
stopped  at  this  mammoth  hotel.  It  had 
been  built  for  only  temporary  use  and 
proper  protection  against  fire  was  not 
provided,  so  when  fire  started  it  was 
soon  consumed  and  with  it  went  the 
books  and  records  with  the  result  that 
the  large  number  of  stockholders  lost 
a  considerable  money. 

Some  of  those  present  as  delegates  at 
this  meeting  were  among  the  losers  and 
they  were  not  in  exactly  an  amiable  mood 
although  it  was  not  proper  for  their  loss 
to  be  chargeable  to  the  State  Grange. 
After  a  time  the  cooler  heads  in  the 
assemblage  secured  the  ascendency  and 
the  delegates  voted  that  mileage  should 
not  be  paid  at  this  time  but  that  if  at 
future  session  the  payment  of  delegate 
mileage  should  again  be  established, 
then  their  present  action  was  not  to 
operate  against  their  claim  on  the  State 
Grange.  Mileage  for  this  session  totaled 
$1,500.00.  That  helped  along  that  much 
but  there  still  remained  the  necessity  for 
taking  care  of  this  debt  referred  to 
above.  And  it  was  Brother  Samuel  E. 
Downing  of  Chester  County  who  came 
to  the  rescue  by  making  a  motion  that  a 
note  be  drawn  for  ten  thousand  dollars 
payable   to   the   Treasurer   of  the   Penn- 


sylvania State  Grange  (Brother  Wm. 
Yocum)  and  that  they  try  to  see  whether 
enough  men  present  would  volunteer  to 
sign  jointly  to  make  the  note  acceptable 
to  banking  interests  for  that  amount 
of  money.  A  second  was  made  to  the 
motion  and  in  due  process  the  motion 
was  carried  to  this  effect.  A  note  in 
good  and  legal  form  was  drawn  up  and 
placed  on  the  Secretary's  table  ready  for 
signatures.  Brother  Downing,  being  the 
mover  of  the  motion  went  forward  first 
and  affixed  his  signature.  Others  fol- 
lowed with  their  signatures  and  a  good 
and  lawful  note  for  $10,000.00  was 
turned  over  to  the  State  Grange  Treas- 
urer. 

There  was  something  over  two  thou- 
sand dollars  of  the  debt  remaining  but 
they  felt  that  it  could  be  carried  along 
and  paid  ofi  in  the  natural  course  of 
business.  It  was  expected  that  Treasurer 
Yocum  would  take  the  note  to  a  bank, 
get  it  discounted  and  pay  off  the  obli- 
gations with  the  money  he  would  receive. 
But  Brother  Yocum  who  was  a  man  of 
means  and  could  spare  the  money  him- 
self, advanced  the  cash,  paid  off  that 
amount  of  the  obligations  and  kept  the 
note  in  his  own  hands.  So  the  credit 
of  the  State  Grange  was  not  endangered 
from  publicity.  Brother  Yocum  did  not 
permit  the  note  to  go  out  of  his  own 
possession  and  by  good  financing  on  the 
part  of  the  officials  this  note  was  paid 
off  during  the  four  years  of  Brother 
Piolett  's  Mastership  which  began  with 
this  session.  Bumor  credits  thirty  sign- 
ers to  this  note,  but  I  can  find  but 
twenty  three  by  the  records  and  I  re- 
produce the  record  on  them  herewith. 

List  of  signers  of  the  note,  County 
and  Grange  number  so  far  as  obtainable 
at  this  late  date  is  as  follows: 

S.  B.  Downing,  Grange  No.  121,  Ches- 
ter County. 

C.  E.  Gladding,  Grange  No.  83,  Brad- 
ford  County. 

V.  E.  Piollet,  Grange  No.  58,  Brad- 
ford County. 

D.  B.  Mauger,  Grange  No.  18,  Berks 
County. 

Ezra  Loomis. 

J.  Beatty  Henry,  Grange  No.  215, 
Mifflin. 

W.  W.  Dean,  Erie  County. 

G.  W.  Smith,  Grange  No.  696,  Clarion 
County. 
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J.  C.  Thompson,  Grange  No.  433,  Mer- 
cer County. 

M.  L.  Catlin,  Grange  No.  74,  Susque- 
hanna County. 

C.  B.  Moore,  Grange  No.  161  Lancaster 
County. 

J.  A.  Hunter,  Grange  No.  290,  Center 
County. 

George  K.  Lorah,  Grange  No.  4,  Berks 
County. 

E.  H.  Thomas,  Grange  No.  16,  Cumber- 
land  County. 

E.  C.  Johnson,  Grange  Meadville,  Craw- 
ford  County. 

Wm.  Esch,  Grange  No.  394,  Mercer 
County. 

M.  Harding,  Grange  No.  156,  Lebanon 
County. 

H.  Fisk,  Grange  No.  709,  Clinton 
County. 


W.  W.  Parker,  Grange  No.  19,  Chester 
County. 

E.  Z.  Griessemer,  Grange  No.  5,  Berks 
County. 

J.  A.  Eead,  Grange  No.  533,  Clear- 
field County. 

M.  L.  Moore,  Grange  No.  510,  Blair 
County. 

S.  E.  Nivin,  Grange  No.  141,  Chester 
County. 

The  above  twenty-three  signers  came 
from  seventeen  counties,  most  of  them 
strangers  to  each  other.  Their  confidence 
in  each  other  and  in  the  Grange  is  a 
most  wonderful  tribute  to  our  Order  as 
well  as  to  the  love  of  these  Brothers 
for  it.  Most  of  them  have  gone  from  us 
but  the  Order  they  preserved  still  lives 
and  to-day  we  honor  their  memory  forty- 
seven  years  after  the  above  heroic  act. 


Executive  Committee 
From  left  to  right,  A.  H.  Fullerton,  Lawrence  County;    William  Armstrong,  Lu- 
zerne County,  and  C.  H.  Dildine,  Columbia  County. 
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Brief  Biographical  Sketches  of  Promi- 
nent Qrange  Leaders 


1873 


DAVID  B.  MAUGER 

First  Master 


1876 


David  B.  Mauger,  the  first  Master  of 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Grange  was 
born  in  Douglass  Township,  Berks 
County,   Pa.,   August   12,    1882. 

When  eighteen  he  opened  a  subscrip- 
tion school  at  Grosstown,  Montgomery 
County.  Two  years  later  he  took  charge 
of  an  Academy  at  Douglassville,  Berks 
County.  For  sixteen  years  he  followed 
teaching  in  connection  with  surveying 
and  conveyancing.  In  1851  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  Amanda  Lorah.  This 
union  was  blest  with  four  children  who 
were  reared  in  the  Keform  Church  and 
all  given  liberal  educations. 

He  was  a  man  of  great  usefulness  to 
his  community.  For  fifty-five  years  he 
served  continuously  in  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  typifying  in  a 
high  degree  the  English  idea  of  the 
country  squire  and  gentleman.  He  was 
a  Democrat  in  politics. 

He  purchased  a  fine  farm  in  1856  in 


Douglass  Township  where  he  resided 
until   his   death    April   2,    1906. 

He  became  a  Charter  Member  of  the 
first  Sub  Grange  organized  in  Berks 
County.  Amity  Grange  No.  4  organ- 
ized July  5,  1873  in  Amity  Township. 
Deputy  J.  Wilkinson  organized  Adams 
Grange  No.  18  at  Douglassville,  August 
30,  1873  and  the  records  show  that 
Brother  Manger  then  became  a  Charter 
Member    of   this,   his   home    Grange. 

Less  than  three  weeks  afterward  when 
the  delegates  met  at  Beading  and  organ- 
ized the  State  Grange,  he  was  elected  the 
first  Master. 

At  the  Meadville  session  in  1876  he 
declined  to  accept  another  reelection  and 
the  scholarly  man  of  retiring  demeanor 
was  succeeded  by  a  vigorous  and  force- 
ful business  farmer  from  the  north. 


1876 


VICTOR   E.   PIOLLET 

Second  Master 


1880 


Victor    E.    Piollet,    second    Master    of 
Pennsylvania    State    Grange    was    born 


Three  Members  of  Legislative  Committee 
From  left  to  right,  W.  R.  Tucker,  Crawford  County;    Allan  D.  Miller,  Susque- 
hanna County;    R.  M.  Day,  Washington  County. 
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June  24,  1812,  died  August  27,  1890. 
Born,  lived,  died  on  the  farm  near  Wysox, 
Bradford  County,  where  his  son  Louis 
and  Grandson  Thomas  now  lire.  His 
father,  Joseph  M.,  a  native  of  France 
came  to  Philadelphia  as  agent  for  the 
sale  of  lands  owned  in  Northern  Penn- 
sylvania by  a  French  Count. 

Victor  E.  was  the  first-born  of  his 
father 's  family  and  his  education  was 
acquired  in  the  school  of  hard  knocks 
but  his  level  head,  excellent  judgment, 
keen  wit  and  close  observation  made  him 
the  most  useful  and  the  most  prominent 
citizen  of  his  (Bradford)  county  in  his 
generation.  He  was  one  of  the  best  and 
most  successful  farmers  in  the  Common- 
wealth and  the  Piollet  farmstead  even  to- 
day has  few  equals  in  this  or  any  other 
state. 

After  a  service  of  two  terms  in  the 
State  Legislature,  President  Polk  ap- 
pointed him  paymaster  in  the  army  dur- 
ing the  war  with  Mexico.  About  this 
time  he  married  Miss  Jane  Miller  and 
two  children  blest  the  union,  Emilie  V. 
and   Louis. 

He  was  the  candidate  of  his  party 
(Democratic)  on  several  occasions  and 
was  an  effective  stump  speaker. 

He  early  espoused  the  cause  of  the 
Grange  and  in  1875  was  chosen  Lecturer 
of  the  State  organization.  In  1876  he 
was  elected  Master  serving  faithfully  for 
four  years  when  he  declined  a  reelection. 
But  as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee he  served  the  Order  many  more 
years.  He  was  the  type  of  man  needed 
at  this  time.  His  virile  leadership,  busi- 
ness policies,  tenacity  of  purpose  in 
building  up  the  Grange  and  organizing 
farmers  did  much  to  tide  the  Grange 
over  the  most  critical  period  in  its 
history  in  this  state. 

He  impressed  his  strong  personality  on 
the  people  of  his  day  and  generation. 
The  Grange  became  a  force  to  be 
reckoned  with  in  Pennsylvania. 

Without  book  education,  he  attained 
position  as  a  leader,  inspiring  farmers 
to  new  hopes  of  better  things  they  might 
secure  through  the  Grange.  He  was  the 
second  Lecturer  of  State  Grange  75-76, 
refusing  to  accept  compensation  for 
either  services  or  expenses  serving  as 
Master  76-80  he  declined  to  accept  longer 
but  in  different  capacities  he  rendered 
willing  service  to  the  Order  as  called  upon. 


Overseer  of  State  Grange,  Leonard  Rhone 
succeeded  him  to  the  Mastership  in  1880. 


1880 


LEONARD  RHONE 
Third  Master 


1898 


Leonard  Phone,  the  third  Master  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Grange,  was  born  at 
the  Phone  homestead,  Potter  Township, 
near  Center  Hall,  Center  County,  July  21, 
1838.  This  homestead  was  deeded  by 
Wm.  Penn's  heirs  to  Jacob  Straub,  June 
24,  1794  and  by  him  sold  to  Michael 
Rhone,  Grandfather  of  Leonard  Rhone  in 
Sept.  15,  1794.  It  has  been  in  contin- 
uous possession  of  the  Rhone  family  ever 
since  being  now  owned  by  the  two 
daughters  of  Leonard  Rhone.  He  died 
Sept.  25,  1917. 

Like  most  farm  boys  he  worked  on  the 
farm  in  summer  and  attended  the  dis- 
trict school  in  winter.  However  he  at- 
tended Kishacoquilla 's  Academy  one  year 
and  was  strongly  urged  to  enter  some  pro- 
fession   other    than    farming. 

A  year  of  school  teaching  only  served 
to  draw  him  closer  to  farming  and  he 
became  a  farmer  from  choice.  In  1864 
he  married  Mary  Margaret  Sankey  a 
neighbor  girl,  and  the  next  year  bought 
the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  to  the 
farm. 

On  February  3,  1874,  twenty-nine 
farmers  around  Center  Hall  united  in 
having  Progress  Grange  No.  96  organ- 
ized. 

Frank  Porter  of  Grange  No.  1  was  the 
Deputy  organizing  it.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rhone 
were  charter  members  he  being  chosen 
Overseer  and  she  Ceres.  From  the  first 
he  evinced  great  enthusiasm  for  the 
Order  and  was  soon  appointed  County 
Deputy  by  State  Master  Manger.  He 
organized  Center  County  in  quick  order, 
served  several  terms  as  Master  of  Pro- 
gress Grange,  elected  Master  of  Pomona 
No.  13  at  its  organization  and  served  as 
such  five  terms.  In  1878  elected  Overseer 
of  State  Grange  and  in  1880  succeeded 
Colonel  Piollet  as  Master  holding  this 
position  until    1898. 

In  June  1880  he  was  elected  a  Trustee 
of  State  College  and  from  time  to  time 
was  appointed  on  important  commissions 
by  various  Governors  of  the  State.  His 
county  elected  him  to  the  Legislature  two 
terms,  1885-87  where  he  further  cham- 
pioned the  farmers  cause  being  especially 
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active  in  efforts  to  equalize  taxation 
and  to  increase  appropriations  to  common 
schools.  In  both  respects  he  gained 
much  for  the  farmers.  The  National 
Grange  availed  itself  of  his  special  ability 
along  the  lines  of  esoteric  work  by  elect- 
ing him  High  Priest  of  Demeter — the 
highest  position  in  our  Order.  He  served 
on  both  the  Executive  and  Legislative 
Committees  of  the  National  Grange  and 
in  company  with  Mortimer  Whitehead, 
Lecturer  of  the  National  Grange,  went  be- 
fore a  Committee  of  Congress  and  made 
an  appeal  to  have  Eural  Delivery  of  Mail 
established.  Congress  granted  an  initial 
appropriation  of  $10,000  to  test  it  out 
and  our  present  general  E.  D.  is  credited 
to  this  effort.  In  1898  he  was  succeeded 
by  W.  F.  Hill  of  Crawford  County  and  by 
Master  Hill  was  appointed  on  the  Legis- 
lative Committee  of  State  Grange.  He 
also  was  elected  on  State  Grange  Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 

Despite  all  his  outside  work  he  found 
time  to  further  Grange  projects  in  his 
home  county  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  President  of  the  Grange 
Eural  Telephone  Co.,  of  the  Grange  co- 
operative Creamery  Co.  of  the  Pomona 
Grange   Encampment   of  his  county. 

The  latter  is  his  finest  monument.  A 
property  now  containing  seventy-three 
acres  with  its  permanent  buildings, 
water,  light  and  sewage  systems,  shade 
trees  and  avenues — Grange  Park  as  it  is 
called  confers  pleasure  and  instruction 
on  thousands  of  people  annually.  It  is 
owned  and  managed  by  Center  County 
Pomona  Grange  which  delights  to  honor 
Leonard  Ehone. 


1898 


WILLIAM  FREE  HILL 
Fourth  Master 


1908 


Born  on  a  farm  in  South  Shenango 
Township,  Crawford  County,  Pa.,  March 
4,  1867,  parents  being  Theodore  Wallace 
and  Eebecca  (Free)  Hill.  Eeturning 
from  Allegheny  College,  Meadville, 
Pa.,  he  took  up  farming,  marrying  Mil- 
dred Collins.  His  wife  died  in  1893 
leaving  a  daughter,  Lina.  Nov.  4,  1897 
he  married  Marie  A.  Hill,  Leechburg,  Pa. 
and  with  their  three  sons  the  family  is 
living  near  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

Lecturer  State  Grange  1894-98 ;  Master 
98  to  1908,  when  he  declined  to  serve 
longer.     Trustee  of  State  College;    Spe- 


cial Agent  Department  of  Agriculture. 
By  appointment  of  various  Governors 
represented  the  State  at  sessions  of 
Farmers  National  Congress,  Interstate 
Tax  Congress,  Interstate  Eoad  Con- 
gress, Charleston  Exposition,  etc.;  by 
appointment  of  President  Eoosevelt  in 
1894  he  joined  Brother  David  Lubin  of 
California  and  Ambassador  Henry  V. 
White  in  representing  the  U.  S.  Govern- 
ment at  an  International  Conference  of 
Agriculture,  Eome,  Italy.  This  was  par- 
ticipated in  by  38  Governments  and  in 
1908  the  President  again  designated  Mr. 
Hill  to  return  to  assist  in  completing  the 
establishing  of  The  International  In- 
stitute of  Agriculture.  He  is  a  Eepub- 
lican  of  progressive  views,  member  Phi 
Kappa  Psi  Fraternity,  Eeformed  Church 
and  Masonic  Order. 


1908 


W.   T.   CREASY 
Fifth  Master 


1914 


William  Trenton  Creasy  was  born  Feb. 
23,  1856  in  Catawissa  Township,  Colum- 
bia County,  Pa.  His  entire  life  was 
lived  in  the  same  community.  Saturday 
Feb.  14,  1920,  after  suffering  many 
years  from  rheumatism,  he  was  called 
home. 

Married,  March  23,  1876  to  Miss  Jane 
Weaver,  she  and  six  children  survive 
him.  After  graduating  from  the  near-by 
Bloomsburg  State  Normal  School,  he 
served  as  a  teacher  for  a  number  of 
years   before   settling   down    to   farming. 

Joining  the  Grange  early  in  life  he 
served  faithfully  in  every  subordinate 
position    to    which    he    was    called. 

State  Master  Ehone  during  the  latter 
part  of  his  administration  had  Brother 
Creasy  as  a  member  of  his  Legislative 
Committee. 

State  Master  Hill  had  him  for  Sec. 
of  the  Legislative  Committee  throughout 
his  administration.  For  sixteen  years, 
beginning  with  1884,  Columbia  County 
kept  him  as  its  representative  in  the 
House  at  Harrisburg.  From  1908  to 
1914  he  was  Master  of  the  State  Grange, 
afterward  serving  on  the  Legislative 
Committee    until   his   death. 

In  politics  he  was  an  anti-machine 
Democrat.  Although  he  served  as  State 
Chairman  in  1901-02  and  was  honored  by 
his  party  with  nominations  for  various 
honorable  positions  he  always  placed  the 
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general  good  above  party  supremacy.  In 
no  sense  a  partisan  while  serving  in  the 
Legislature  he  was  reputed  as  that 
body's  most  useful  member. 

His  sterling  honesty  and  integrity  com- 
pelled the  respect  of  all  who  new  him. 
He  was  the  untiring  foe  to  monopoly, 
greed  and  special  privilege.  No  con- 
temporary excelled  him  in  analyzing  a 
farm  problem.  His  leadership  was  ac- 
cepted on  agricultural  problems  and  the 
designation  "Farmer"  Creasy  applied 
first  in  derision  became  later  a  title  of 
respect  and  esteem. 

Cherishing  dearly  his  home  and  farm 
he  courageously  battled  to  the  end  for 
the   betterment   of   his   fellows. 

After  retiring  from  the  Mastership  of 
the  State  Grange  here,  he  accepted  a 
position  as  Secretary  of  the  National 
Dairy  Union.  This  work  strongly  ap- 
pealed to  him.  In  this  position  he  could 
watch,  with  vantage  his  long  time  foe — 
the  oleomargarine  interests,  from  his 
headquarters  in  the  city  of  Washington. 
He  was  also  active  in  helping  to  establish 
the  National  Board  of  Farm  Organiza- 
tions. And  at  the  same  time  he  kept  up 
his  interests  in  the   Grange. 

COL.  ROBERT  H.  THOMAS 

Died  Friday,  January  3,  1908  at  home 
in  the  74th  year  of  his  age.  Chosen 
secretary  at  the  organization  of  State 
Grange,  Beading  1873  and  continued 
until  December,  1896.  Started  The 
Farmers  Friend  and  Grange  Advocate  in 
1874  and  for  nearly  forty  years  this 
publication  was  issued  from  Mechanics- 
burg.  He  was  an  active,  virile  man  con- 
nected with  many  fraternal,  social, 
political  and  business  institutions.  The 
Interstate  Bicnic  Exhibition  which  he 
founded  and  conducted  at  Williams 
Grove,  a  few  miles  from  Harrisburg,  was 
the  largest  and  most  successful  institu- 
tion of  its  kind  in  the  U.  S.  It  always 
was  held  on  tin  last  week  in  August  and 
lasted  a  full  week.  No  admission  charge 
was  made  to  the  grounds  or  to  hear  the 
addresses  in  the  large  auditorium.  The 
immense  collection  of  farm  implements, 
tools,  merchandise  was  rarely  equaled, 
if  ever,  and  on  the  biggest  days  forty 
to  sixty  thousand  people  were  present. 
Brother  Thomas  was  essentially  a  busi- 
ness man  and  he  gave  the  Grange  the 
benefit   of  his   skill.      His   value   to    the 


Grange  in  its  early  existence  in  this  state 
can  hardly  be  overestimated.  State 
Master  Hill  and  J.  B.  Kirkbride,  a  former 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee  were 
present  from  a  distance  as  Representa- 
tives  of  the  State  Grange  at  the  funeral. 

JEROME   T.  AILMAN 
Second   Secretary   of    State   Grange 

Mr.  Ailman  was  born  in  Juniata 
County,  Ba.,  October  5,  1849.  He  was 
reared  on  a  farm  and  received,  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  school  and  at  Airy 
View  Academy,  Bloomsburg  State  Nor- 
mal School  and  at  Brinceton  University 
from  which  latter  institution  he  gradu- 
ated  with   honor   in   1877. 

He  taught  school  a  number  of  years, 
followed  banking  business  a  short  time 
but  soon  chose  farm  life  as  his  field  of 
occupation.  He  soon  became  recognized 
as  one  of  the  progressive  farmers  of  the 
State. 

Mr.  Ailman  was  the  Beople's  Barty 
candidate  for  Governor  in  1894.  Demo- 
cratic Candidate  for  Congressman-at- 
large  in  1896.  He  was  elected  to  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  in  1907  to 
serve  unexpired  term  of  W.  C.  Bomeroy 
and  reelected  in  1908  and  again  in  1910. 
Declined  renomination  in  1912  to  become 
candidate  for  State  Senator.  Unsuccess- 
ful  in   this. 

Brother  Ailman  was  Lecturer  of  State 
Grange  1890-1894,  and  Secretary  from 
1894  until  his  death  November  18,  1913. 
His  wife  Mrs.  Nettie  E.  Ailman  was  ap- 
pointed to  fill  expiring  term  and  was 
duly  elected  to  the  office  in  1914  and 
again  in  1916. 

United  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ninetta 
E.  McCleery  of  Fredonia,  Mercer  County, 
Ba.,  December  6,  1894,  who,  with  two 
sons  and  two  daughters,  survive  him. 
The  family  now  resides  at  State  Col- 
lege. 

Brother  Ailman  was  a  power  for 
good.  His  standard  in  private  and  public 
life  was  high.  Rugged  honesty  and 
nobility  of  purpose  were  outstanding 
characteristics  of  this  man.  He  possessed 
all  the  characteristics  of  a  model  secre- 
tary such  as  promptness,  accuracy,  neat- 
ness and  desire  to  help  his  fellow  man. 

May  the  memories  of  Brother  Ailman 
continue  green  "Lest  we  forget,  Lest  we 
forget. ' ' 
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Home  Economics  Committee 
(1)   Dr.    Hannah   McK.   Lyons,    Chairman,    Chester   County;     (2)   Mrs.   Georgia 
Piollet,   Bradford  County;     (3)   Mrs.   Clayton   Smith,   Bedford  County;     (4)   Mrs. 
Glenn  Maines,  Cumberland  County.  -% 
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Qranges  in  Every  County 


Every  one  of  the  sixty-seven  counties 
in  the  state  are  organized.  The  fol- 
lowing shows  the  order  of  their  corning 
into  line,  gives  the  name  and  number  of 
the  first  Grange  organized  in  each  county 
and  brief   data  upon  it: 

No.  1.  Lycoming  County — Eagle 
Grange  No.  1,  Montgomery — organized 
March  4,  1871  by  D.  S.  Curtis,  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  40  charter  members.  Luke 
Eger,  Master;  Abraham  Page,  Secre- 
tary. 

No.  2.  Montgomery  County — Keystone 
Grange  No.  2,  Upper  Providence  Town- 
ship— organized  March  20,  1873  by  G. 
W.  Thompson,  23  charter  members.  Jo- 
siah  S.  Miller,  Master;  Jonathan  Heyer, 
Secretary. 

No.  3.  Lancaster  County — Octaro 
Grange  No.  3,  Colerain  Township — Or- 
ganized June  30,  1873  by  J.  Wilkinson, 
of  Beading,  20  charter  members.  Moses 
Brinton,  Master;  Geo.  B.  Hastings,  Sec- 
retary. 

No.  4.  Berks  County — Amity  Grange 
No.  4,  Amity  Township — organized  July 
5,  1873  by  J.  Wilkinson,  30  charter  mem- 
bers. Wm.  Yocum,  Master;  Geo.  K. 
Larah,  Secretary. 


No.  5.  Crawford  County — Mt.  Pleas- 
ant Grange  No.  6,  Hayfield  Township — 
organized  July  12,  1873  by  J.  Wilkinson, 
20  charter  members.  Geo.  L.  Frazier, 
Coons  Corners,  Master;  Geo.  Burns, 
Meadville,  Secretary. 

No.  6.  Chester  County — Pioneer  Grange 
No.  9,  London  Grove  Township — organ- 
ized July  30,  1873  by  J.  Wilkinson,  19 
charter  members.  John  I.  Carter,  Mas- 
ter;    Elwood    Conard,    Secretary. 

No.  7.  Cumberland  County — Cumber- 
land Grange  No.  16,  Meehanicsburg — or- 
ganized August  27,  1873  by  J.  Wilkin- 
son, 24  charter  members.  B.  H.  Thomas, 
Master;    A.  G.  Eberly,  Secretary. 

No.  8.  Lebanon  County — Annville 
Grange  No.  17,  Annville — organized  Au- 
gust 30,  1873  by  J.  Wilkinson,  14  charter 
members.  C.  P.  Steinmetz,  Master;  Wm. 
Beavers,  Secretary. 

No.  9.  Bucks  County — Gerrysville 
Grange  No.  SI,  Gerrysville — organized 
September  20,  1873  by  E.  Z.  Griessemer, 
16  charter  members.  J.  G.  Bosenberry, 
Master;    Chas.  Dotts,  Secretary. 

No.  10.  Monroe  County — Union  Grange 
No.  24,  Jackson's  Corners — organized 
September  17,  1873  by  J.  Wilkinson,  30 
charter  members.  W.  H.  Binehart,  Mas- 
ter;    S.   B.   Yossard,   Secretary. 
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Finance  committee 
Left  to  right,  W.  S.  Boss,  Lackawanna  County;    W.  H.  Grabe,  Butler  County, 
and  John  S.  Dale,  Centre  County. 
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No.  11.  Delaware  County  —  Radnor 
Grange  No.  28,  Radnor  Township — or- 
ganized by  John  I.  Carter  (date  not 
given),  21  charter  members.  E.  Siter 
Marsh,   Master ;     Lloyd   Barr,   Secretary. 

No.  12.  Franklin  County — Center 
Grange  No.  30,  Montgomery  Township, 
(near  Mercersburg),  13  charter  mem- 
bers— organized  October  13,  1873  by  R. 
H.  Thomas.  Henry  Black,  Master; 
David   Smith,   Secretary. 

No.  13.  Columbia  County — Light 
Street  Grange  No.  31,  Light  Street- 
organized  October  17,  1873  by  D.  B. 
Mauger,  27  charter  members.  H.  H. 
Brown,  Master;  John  Van  Liew,  Sec- 
retary. 

No.  14.  Union  County — Spring  Garden 
Grange  No.  32 — organized  October  21, 
1873  by  Frank  Porter,  24  charter  mem- 
bers. Thompson  Bower,  Master;  Amos 
Scott,  Secretary. 

No.  15.  Montour  County — Washington- 
ville  Grange  No.  34  organized  November 
1,  1873  by  Frank  Porter,  16  charter 
members.  J.  C.  Ammerman,  Master; 
C.  H.  Tryeman,  Secretary.  Name 
changer  to  Strawberry  Ridge  Grange, 
February  8,   1906. 

No.  18.  Fulton  County — An  unnamed 
Grange  No.  37,  Aver  Township — organ- 
ized November  5,  1873  by  R.  H.  Thomas, 
17  charter  members.  G.  B.  Kerper,  Mas- 
ter;    Edward  Parker,   Secretary. 

No.  17.  Bradford  County — Bradford 
Grange  No.  39,  Pike  Township — organ- 
ized November  20,  1873  by  Frank  Porter, 
26  charter  members.  S.  W.  Buck,  Mas- 
ter;   G.  W.  Dewolf,  Secretary. 

No.  18.  Northampton  Countv — Upper 
Mt.  Bethel  Grange  No.  40,  Mt.  Bethel 
Township — organized  November  20,  1873 
by  Wm.  H.  Rinehart,  of  Monroe  County 
with  27  charter  members.  Wm.  J.  Ever, 
Master ;     Wellington   Ever,    Secretary. 

No.  19.  Mercer  County — Eagle  Grange 
No.  41,  Pine  Grove — (date  of  organiza- 
tion and  name  of  organizer  unknown). 
James  C.  Curry,  Master;  W.  H.  Rodgerst, 
Secretary. 

No.  20.  Dauphin  County — Estherton 
Grange  No.  42— organized  November  24, 
1873  by  R.  H.  Thomas,  15  charter  mem- 
bers. Henry  C.  Demming,  Master; 
Gabriel   Heister,    Secretary. 


No.  21.  Tioga  County— Charleston  Val- 
ley Grange  No.  54,  Charleston organ- 
ized December  20,  1873  by  Frank  Porter, 
28  charter  members.  Daniel  Evans,  Mas- 
ter;   Samuel  Mills,  Secretary. 

No.  22.  Erie  County — Corry  Grange 
No.  55,  Corry — organized  December  23, 
1873  by  H.  C.  Demming,  30  charter  mem- 
bers. D.  C.  Kennedy,  Master;  H.  G. 
Piatt,   Secretary. 

No.  23.  Northumberland  County — Mt. 
Pleasant  Grange  No.  68,  Delaware  Town- 
ship— organized  January  2,  1874  by 
Frank  Porter,  25  charter  memberH. 
Martin  F.  Hoffman,  Master;  Jacob  H. 
Pimm,   Secretary. 

No.  24.  Wyoming  County — Wyoming 
Grange  No.  70  (near  Laceyville) — or- 
ganized by  S.  W.  Buck,  of  LeRaysville, 
January  3,  1874,  28  charter  members. 
Wellington  Barrowcliff,  Master;  J.  D. 
Edwards,   Secretary. 

No.  25.  Susquehanna  County — Susque- 
hanna Grange  Xo.  74,  Montrose — organ- 
ized by  S.  W.  Buck,  January  9,  1874,  30 
charter  members.  R.  S.  Searle,  Master; 
J.  R.  Lyons,   Secretary. 

No.  26.  York  County — Springettsburg 
Grange  No.  79,  Spring  Garden  Township 
— organized  January  14,  1874  by  R.  H. 
Thomas,  18  charter  members.  Christian 
Miller,  Master;    Geo.  Hyde,  Secretary. 

No.  27.  Westmoreland  County — Wau- 
kena  Grange  Xo.  90,  Loyalhanna  Town- 
ship— organized  January  30,  1874  by 
James  C.  Curry,  28  charter  members.  A. 
W.  Beattie,  Master;  J.  W.  Robinson, 
Secretary. 

No.  28.  Adams  County — Pleasant  View 
Grange  Xo.  93,  Benderville — organized 
February  3,  1874  by  R.  H.  Thomas,  14 
charter  members.  John  Wickersham, 
Master;    S.  A.  Burkholder,  Secretary. 

Xo.  29.  Center  County — Progress 
Grange  Xo.  96,  Center  Hall — organized 
February  8,  1874  by  Frank  Porter.  J. 
J.  Ainey,  Master;  James  A.  Keller,  Sec- 
retary. 

Xo.  30.  Clinton  County — McElhattan 
Grange  Xo.  104,  Wayne  Township — or- 
ganized February  10,  1874  by  Frank 
Porter,  24  charter  members.  J.  W. 
Quiggle,  Master;  J.  S.  Carner,  Secre- 
tary. 
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No.  31.  Perry  County — Perry  Grange 
No.  115,  New  Germantown — organized 
February  15,  1874  by  H.  C.  Demming,  30 
charter  members.  Ed.  0.  Johnston,  Mas- 
ter;   A.  E.  Willnide,   Secretary. 

No.  32.  Huntingdon  County — Shirleys- 
burg  Grange  No.  119 — organized  Feb- 
ruary 19,  1874  by  B.  C.  Dowey,  of  Upper 
Strasburg,  17  charter  members.  Wm.  P. 
McNite,  Master;  J.  H.  Lightner,  Sec- 
retary. 

No.  33.  Luzerne  County — Cambra 
Grange  No.  125 — organized  February  24, 
1874  by  H.  H.  Brown,  29  charter  mem- 
bers. Z.  S.  Stevens,  Master;  C.  Callen- 
der,  Secretary. 

No.  34.  Butler  County — Prospect 
Grange  No.  126 — organized  February  21, 
1874  by  J.  C.  Curry,  13  charter  mem- 
bers. Thomas  Galaway,  Master;  Wat- 
son Tovester,  Secretary. 

No.  35.  Indiana  County — Arcadia 
Grange  No.  176,  Conemaugh  Township- 
organized  March  25,  1874  by  Asa  S.  Bat- 
tles, Girard,  30  charter  members.  James 
Y. '  Mowry,  Master ;  I.  S.  Getty,  Secre- 
tary. 

No.  36.  Washington  County— Inde- 
pendence Grange  No.  179,  Independent 
Township — organized  March  27,  1874  by 
Asa  S.  Battles,  26  charter  members. 
Jerome  Plummer,  Master;  J.  G.  Hanna, 
Secretary. 

No.  37.  Venango  County — Coopers- 
town  Grange  No.  185,  Jackson  Township, 
—organized  March  30,  1874  'by  D.  C 
Kennedy,   Corry,   30   charter   members. 

No.  38.  Snyder  County  —  Monroe 
Grange  No.  191,  Monroe  Township — or- 
ganized by  E.  H.  Thomas,  April  4,  1874, 
24  charter  members.  Eobert  Lesher, 
Master;    John  App,  Secretary. 

No.  39.  Lawrence  County — Lawrence 
Grange  No.  207,  New  Castle — organized 
April  13,  1874  by  Asa  S.  Battles,  30 
charter  members.  Benjamin  Graham, 
Master;    A.  H.  English,  Secretary. 

No.  40.  Mifflin  County — Kishacoquillas 
Grange  No.  215,  Brown  Township — or- 
ganized April  17,  1874  by  H.  C.  Dem- 
ming, 22  charter  members.  J.  Beatty 
Henry,  Master;    Wm.  B.  Kyle,  Secretary. 

No.  41.  Lehigh  County — Harmony 
Grange  No.  219,  Buchsville  Township — 
organized     April     20,     1874    by     T.     A. 


Thompson,  Lecturer  of  National  Grange, 

25  charter    members.     Wm.    F.    Steckel, 
Master;    Lewis  Eeter,   Secretary. 

No.  42.  Warren  County — Spring  Creek 
Grange  No.  236,  Spring  Creek  Township 
— organized  May  4,  1874  by  D.  C.  Ken- 
nedy, 30  charter  members.  N.  P.  Cum- 
mings,  Master;  Geo.  D.  Cummings,  Sec- 
retary. 

No.  43.  Forest  County — Forest  Grange 
No.  242,  Tionesta  Township — organized 
May  5,  1874  by  Asa  S.  Battles,  28 
charter  member  \  Jacob  M.  Kepler,  Mas- 
ter;   P.  O.  Conner,  Secretary. 

No.  44.  Lackawanna  County — Newton 
Grange  No.  251,  (near  Falls) — organized 
May  11,  1874  by  A.  W.  Buck,  24  charter 
members.  J.  B.  Eichards,  Master;  D. 
H.  Eichards,   Secretary. 

No.  45.  Jefferson  County — Porter 
Grange  No.  252,  Porter  Township — or- 
ganized May  12,  1874  by  Asa  S.  Battles, 

26  charter  members.     E.  A.  Travis,  Mas- 
ter ;    J.  P.  George,  Secretary. 

No.  46.  Greene  County — Waynesburg 
Grange  No.  261,  Waynesburg  Township 
— organized  May  15,  1874  by  Asa  S.  Bat- 
tles, 30  charter  members.  A.  G.  Cross, 
Master;     Jos.    J.   Pauley,    Secretary. 

No.  47.  Schuylkill  County — Manheim 
Grange  No.  286,  Landingville  Township — 
organized  June  13,  1874  by  E.  Z.  Gries- 
emer,  22  charter  members.  E.  J.  Gay- 
nor,   Master;     Fred   Coller,   Secretary. 

No.  48.  Sullivan  County — Fox  Grange 
No.  310,  Shunk  Township — organized 
July  31,  1874  by  Frank  Porter,  30  char- 
ter members.  S.  Murray  Watts,  Master; 
Mary  B.  Watts,  Secretary. 

No.  49.  Armstrong  County — Wayne 
Township  Grange  No.  360,  Wayne  Town- 
ship— organized  October  14,  1874  by  J. 
T.  Elwood,  Pine  Flat,  Indiana  County, 
23  charter  members.  John  Steel,  Mas- 
ter;   S.  P.  Marshall,  Secretary. 

No.  50.  Pike  County — Delaware  Valley 
Grange  No.  361,  Leman  Township —  or- 
ganized October  17,  1874  by  John  W. 
Vanoliet,  East  Stroudsburg,  18  charter 
members.  John  D.  Vangardner,  Master; 
J.  C.  Swartwart,  Secretary. 

No.  51.  Beaver  County — Brighton 
Grange  No.  372,  Brighton  Township — or- 
ganized November  5,  1874  by  Jerome 
Plummers,      Independence,      25      charter 
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members.      Nicholas    Todd,    Master;     J. 
H.  Coffman,  Secretary. 

No.  52.  Wayne  County — Damascus 
Grange  No.  405,  Damascus  Township — 
organized  December  9,  1874  by  R.  S. 
Searle,  Montrose,  26  charter  members. 
Horatio  Hudson,  Master;  Sophia  Buy- 
ham,  Secretary. 

No.  53.  Fayette  County — Masontown 
Grange  No.  413 — organized  December 
15,  1874  by  Asa  S.  Battles,  Girard,  20 
charter  members.  Dr.  G.  W.  Neff,  Mas- 
ter;   A.  J.  Sterling,  Secretary. 

No.  54.  Blair  County — Sinking  Valley 
Grange  No.  484,  Tyrone  Township — or- 
ganized February  24,  1875  by  Thomas 
Bell,   Manor   Hill,   21   charter  members. 

No.  55.  Clarion  County — Perry  Grange 
No.  553,  Perry  Township — organized 
May  7,  1875  by  D.  C.  Kennedy,  14  char- 
ter members.  J.  L.  Miller,  Master;  J. 
W.   Roney,    Secretary. 

No.  56.  Bedford  County— Buffalo  Mills 
Grange  No.  531 — organized  April  3, 
1875  by  J.  Allen  McClain,  Dublin  Mills, 
Fulton  County,  26  charter  members.  M. 
C.  Miller,  Master;  Jacob  M.  Carpenter, 
Secretary. 

No.  57.  Clearfield  County  —  Penn 
Grange  No.  534,  Penn  Township — organ- 
ized April  15,  1875  by  O.  S.  Cary, 
Punxsutawney,  24  charter  members. 
Samuel  Widmore,  Master;  Miles  S. 
Spencer,  Secretary. 

No.  58.  Somerset  County — Pioneer 
Grange  No.  610,  Shanksville  Township — 
organized  October  15,  1875  by  Philip 
Clark,  Everett,  21  charter  members. 
Samuel  Jigler,  Master;  Martin  Brant, 
Secretary. 

No.  59.  Cambria  County — Mountain 
Grange  No.  622,  Blacklick  Township — 
organized  November  10,  1875  by  J.  T. 
Elwood,  13  charter  members.  Elias  Row- 
land, Master;    Ihos.  G.  Davis,  Secretary. 

No.  60.  Elk  County — Kersey  Grange 
No.     628,     Kersey     Township — organized 


December  7,  1875  by  T.  S.  Strohecker, 
Cooperstown,  Venango  County,  30  char- 
ter members.  N.  G.  Bundy,  Master; 
Wm.   McCauley,   Secretary. 

No.  61.  Philadelphia  County— Philadel- 
phia Grange  No.  645,  Bustleton  Town- 
ship, 23d  Ward  of  City — organized  Janu- 
ary 19,  1876  by  James  M.  Cathers, 
Doylestown,  28  charter  members.  John 
B.  Kirkbride,  Master;  Edward  Foster, 
Secretary. 

No.  62.  Cameron  County — Sterling 
Grange  No.  710,  Sterling  Township — or- 
ganized May  26,  1876  by  D.  L.  Smith, 
Mill  Hall,  17  charter  members.  John 
Orner,  Master;    V.  A.  Brooks,  Secretary. 

No.  63.  Juniata  County — Spruce  Hill 
Grange  No.  772 — organized  October  2, 
1883  by  Samuel  Sterrett,  Paintersville, 
Mifflin  County,  27  charter  members.  J. 
D.  Milliken,  Master;  C.  Yoder,  Secre- 
tary. 

No.  64.  Allegheny  County — West  Deer 
Grange  No.  822 — organized  April  7,  1877 
by  J.  E.  McGary,  Markle,  Westmoreland 
County,  16  charter  members.  Wm.  S. 
Marshall,  Master;  S.  H.  Marshall,  Sec- 
retary. 

No.  65.  Carbon  County — Leslie  Bun 
Grange  No.  1032,  Lehigh  Township — or- 
ganized February  13,  1891  by  W.  M. 
Benninger,  Walnutport,  14  charter  mem- 
bers. Chas.  A.  Eberts,  Master;  Robert 
M.   Stetle,  Secretary. 

No.  66.  Potter  County — Alpha  Grange 
No.  1099,  Hector  Township — organized 
February  13,  1894  by  A.  J.  Doan,  East 
Chatham,  Tioga  County,  14  charter  mem- 
bers. James  Hart,  Master;  Mrs.  F.  A. 
Swimelar,    Secretary. 

No.  67.  McKean  County — Liberty 
Grange  No.  1182,  Liberty  Township — or- 
ganized February  23,  1900  by  J.  A.  Herr, 
Cedar  Springs,  Clinton  County,  18  char- 
ter members.  C.  N.  Barrett,  Master; 
Calvin  Petteys,  Secretary. 
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Officers  Who  Have  Served  the  Qrange 


The  Following  Have   Served  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  Grange  as  per  Posi- 
tion and  years. 

Master 

D.  B.  Manger,  Berks    1873-76 

V.  E.  Piollet,  Bradford   1876-80 

Leonard  Rhone,  Center 1880-98 

W.  F.  Hill,  Crawford   1898-08 

W.  T.  Creasy,  Columbia    1908-14 

J.  A.  McSparran,  Lancaster  1914:-serving 

Overseer 
Frank  Porter,  Lycoming   1873-75 

D.  C.  Kennedy,   Erie    75-78 

Leonard   Rhone,   Center    78-80 

Seth  Hot  gland,  Mercer 80-82 

James  G.  McSparran,  Lancaster    ..82-88 

S.  F.  Maxwell,  Westmoreland 88-90 

S.  M.  McHenry,  Indiana 90-94 

J.  C.  McClure,  Westmoreland   94-96 

A.  C.  Barret,  Susquehanna   96-98 

00-06 

E.  J.  Tuttle,  Tioga 98-00 

8.  S.  Blyholder,   06-12 

E.  B.   Dorsett,   Tioga    12-14 

F.  N.  Moore,   Bradford   14-18 

P.  H.  Dewey,  Tioga 18-20 

Roland  Benjamin,  Bradford  .  .20-serving 

Lecturer 

John   I.    Carter,    Chester    73-75 

V.   E.   Piollet,   Bradford    75-76 

S.  R.  Downing,  Chester   76-82 

Dr.  James  Calder,  Dauphin    82-86 

Gerard  C.  Brown,  York   86-90 

.1 .  T.  Ailman,  Juniata 90-94 

W.  F.  Hill,  Crawford   94-98 

W.  B.  Packard,  Bradford   98-00 

A.  M.  Cornell,  Bradford 00-06 

E.  B.  Dorsett,  Tioga   06-12 

Kester  R.  P.,  Clearfield   12-T4 

Thomas  Piollet,   Bradford   14-16 

H.  G.  Teagarden,  Jefferson    16-20 

P.  H.  Dewey,   Tioga    20-serving 

Steward 

Moses    Brinton     73-75 

H.   H.   Brown,   Columbia    75-76 

J.    B.    Henderson    76-80 

McCurley,  J.  P.,  Union 80-82 


Jesse  Davis,  Chester   82-86 

S.   M.   McHenry,   Indiana    86-90 

S.  L.  Kennedy,  Westmoreland   ....90-92 

J.   C.   McClure,   Westmoreland    92-94 

J.   P.   Whipple,   Bradford    94-98 

H.   M.   Gooderham,   Cambria    98-04 

Theo.  Klein,  Wayne    04-16 

John  K.  Campbell,  Tioga 16-20 

T.  E.  Talbot,  Potter 20-serving 

Assistant  Steward 

W.  H.  Reinhart   73-75 

E.   R.   Delong    75-76 

A.  D.  Munn,  Bradford   76-78 

W.   E.   Jackson,    Chester    78-80 

J.  E.  McGary,  Westmoreland   80-90 

T.   E.  Field,   Tioga    90-92 

Geary  C.  Bell,  Wayne 92-94 

E.  J.  Tuttle,  Tioga   94-98 

A.  H.  S.  Taggart,  Montgomery   ...98-00 

Harry  Pratt,  Chester  00-06 

J.  P.   Giff ord,  Erie    06-10 

G.  D.  Appleby,  Potter   10-12 

R.   E.  Green,  Warren    12-18 

R.  H.  Bovard,  Allegheny 18-22 

Cleland  J.  J.,  Wash 22-serving 

Chaplain 

J.   T.   Miller    73-75 

J.    B.    Richards    75-76 

W.    T.    Everson,    Erie    76-80 

94-98 

W.  H.  Holstein,  Montgomery 

80-died  in  office-Qi. 

Rev.  D.  K.  Laubach,  Luzerne 98-00 

Rev.  W.  H.  Clipman,  Wash 00-02 

Rev.  H.  G.  Teagarden,  Jefferson   ..02-04 

10-16 

Rev.  J.  W.   Johnson,  Wyoming   ...06-10 
Rev.  G.  W.  Hatch,  Clearfield  . .  16-serving 

Treasurer 

Wm.  Yocum,  Berks   73-93 

S.  E.  Nivim,   Chester    93-14 

F.  P.  Willits,  Delaware lA-serving 

Secretary 

R.  H.  Thomas,  Cumberland 73-94 

J.  T.  Ailman,  Juniata 94-died-13 

Mrs.  Nettie  Ailman,  Juniata   13-18 

Fred    Brenckman,    Carbon    . . .  18-serving 
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Gate  Keeper 

E.   H.   Breadlinger,    73-75 

J.  G.  Rosenberry   75-78 

J.  A.  Alger,  Bradford   78-80 

Chas.   Hartzell,    Northumberland    ..80-88 

Wallace   Chase,   Tioga    88-08 

Alex   Strittmatter,   Cambria    08-12 

Arthur   Chase,   Bradford    12-16 

J.   B.   W.   Stufft,   Somerset    . .  16-serving 

Ceres 

Kate    Hock     73-75 

Mrs.  D.  C.  Kennedy   75-76 

Mrs.  J.  D.  L.  Smith   76-78 

Mrs.  Maggie  J.  Moore,  Blair   78-82 

Mrs.  Anna  M.  Holstein,  Montgomery 

82-94 

Mrs.  Helen  S.  Johnson,  Erie    94-98 

Mrs.  V.  B.  Holliday,  Tioga   98-04 

Mrs.  Velma  West,  Warren 04-06 

Mrs.  Hannah  McK.  Lyons,  Chester 

06-16 

Mrs.  Jennie  M.  Rogers,  Delaware. 

16-serving 

Flora 

Mrs.   E.    Manger    73-75 

Mrs.   Lottie   Porter    75-76 

Mrs.  A.   B.   Tinson    76-78 

Mrs.  S.  S.  Rex,  Montgomery 78-82 

Mrs.  Eliza  D.  Calder,  Dauphin  ...82-88 
Anna  M.  Bisbing,  Montgomery   '.  .  .  88-96 

Marie  A.  Hill,  Armstrong 96-98 

Florence  Rhone,  Center 98-04 

Mrs.  Carolyn  Dale,  Center 04-10 

Mrs.  Anna  Brunges,  Wyoming  ....10-14 
Mrs.  Theresa  Fullerton,  Lawrence  .16-18 
Mrs.  Helena  Grassberger,  Cambria  18-20 
Mrs.  Adelaide  Rankin,  Chester  20-serving 

Pomona 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Detweiler 73-75 

Mrs.   Asa   Battles    75-76 

Mrs.  E.  Townsend   76-78 

Mrs.  Delia  Marsh,  Erie   78-82 

Mrs.  Hannah  Eger,  Lycoming  ....  82-86 
Mrs.   A.   H.   Almstead,  Warren    ...86-94 

Mrs.  S.  J.  Logan,  Crawford 94-98 

Mrs.  L.   A.   Thayer,  Crawford    98-02 

Mrs.  Delia  Hunsinger,  Sullivan    ....02-04 

Mrs.   Mary   Fisher,    Chester    04-06 

Mrs.  Anna  Post,  Lackawanna  (082)  06-10 
Mrs.  Georgia  M.  Piollet,  Bradford  .12-16 

Mrs.  Hannah  L.  Bush,   Tioga    16-18 

Mrs.  Louie  T.  Rodgers,  Wash.  .18-serving 

Lady  Assistant  Steward 

Mrs.  E.  Griesemer,  Berks    73-75 

Mrs.  Louise  Phillips    75-76 


Mrs.  Louise  Miller    76-78 

Mrs.  Ella  J.   Deming,   Clearfield    ..78-80 

Mrs.  Maggie  Rhone,  Center 80-90 

Mrs.  Anna  McCracken    90-92 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Gundy,  Union   92-94 

Kate  Eger,  Lycoming 94-96 

Mrs.  Eldora  Litchard,  Moutour 96-98 

Mrs.  Harvia  Faust,  Lycoming 98-00 

Mrs.  Mary  Bloom,  Clinton 00-02 

Mrs.    Mary   Fisher,    Chester    02-04 

Mrs.  Frances   Arters,   Erie    04-06 

Mrs.  Mary  D.  Howden,  Keen 06-12 

Mrs.  Ada  Miller,  Erie    12-20 

Mrs.  Ada  N.  Bortles,  Crawford  20-serving 

Executive  Committee 

Dr.  F.  H,  Heckel,  Chester 73 

W.  W.  Parker,  Chester 73 

E.   Z.    Griesemer,   Berks    73 

Harry   Taylor,   Bucks    73-75 

J.  B.  Reiff ,  Montgomery   73-75 

C.  P.   Steinmetz,  Lebanon   73-75 

C.  E.  Gladding,  Bradford   75-res. 

W.   T.   Everson,   Erie    75-76 

T.  S.  Strohicker,  Venango 75- 

W.   L.   Archer,   Washington    75-79 

Allison,  Dr.  T.  H.,  Jefferson 76-80 

Childs,   S.   P.,   Montgomery    76-80 

Henry  J.  B.,  Mifflin 76-81 

Kennedy,  D.  C,  Erie   79-95 

W.  H.  Dallet,  Chester 80-82 

C.  A.  Carrier,  Jefferson   80-85 

T.  J.   McCleary,  Wash 80-84 

J.  B.   Kirkbride,   Phila 82-98 

Chas.  W.  Roberts,  Chester   83-87 

R.   S.   Searle,   Susequehanna    85-89 

H.    M.   Cutshall,   Crawford    83-87 

H.  C.  Anderson,  Wash 87-88 

P.  S.  Kift,  Lycoming   87-91 

A.  P.  Young,  Columbia   88-93 

S.   M.   McHenry  Indiana    94-98 

L.  A.  Tucker,  Crawford   89-93 

I.  Frank  Chandler,  Chester   89-91 

93-98 

Louis  Piollet,  Bradford   91-93 

98-04 

Henry  Cyphert,  Clarion   91-93 

G.  W.  Dickinson,  Tioga   93-98 

J.  J.  Walker,  Allegheny   93-98 

J.  J.  Thomas,  Cambria 96-98 

Leonard    Rhone,    Center    98-99 

Geo.   W.   Oster,  Bedford    98-06 

R.  S.  Rankin,  Wash 14-20 

C.   H.   Dildine    Observing 

Wm.  Armstrong,  Luzerne   . . .  .OQ-servimg 
A.  H.  Fullerton,  Lawrence  . . .  20-serving 
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Finance   Committee 

S.  E.  Downing,  Chester   75-76 

J.  H.  Phillips   75-78 

H.   E.    Leaf    75-76 

D.  B.  Manger,  Berks 76- 

Seth  Hoagland,  Mercer    76- 

S.  E.  Nivin,  Chester   78-92 

Mrs.  S.  S.  Eex,  Montgomery 82-88 

S.   S.   Blyholder,  Armstrong   78-02 

J.  K.  McElhoes,  Indiana   82-92 


D.  B.  McWilliams,  Juniata    88-11 

H.  B.  Corey,  Bradford 94-98 

John  T.  Patton,  Huntingdon   98-06 

S.  B.  Brown,  Bedford 02-11 

E.  E.    Green,   Warren    18-21 

S.  B.  Brown,  Bedford    04-10 

J.  A.  Herr,  Clinton   79-95 

W.  H.  Grabe,  Butler 13-serving 

John   Dale,   Center 16-18 

21-serving 

W.   S.  Eoss,   Laaka  wanna    . .  .  .12-serving 


Officers  of  Keystone  Grange  Exchange 
(1)  Lynn  Hall,  Manager;    Directors:     (2)   George  W.  Schuler,  Berks  County; 
(3)   H.  M.  Gooderham,  Cambria  County;    (4))   T.  M.  Johnson,  Washington  County; 
(5)   G.  B.  Wachob,  Clearfield  County;    (6)   Samuel  Cessna,  Bedford  County. 
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State  Qrange  Annual  Sessions 


Org.  Reading   September  18,  1873 

1  Harrisburg   January   7,  1874 

2  Williamsport January  5,  1875 

3  Lancaster    December   14,  1875 

4  Meadville     December  12,  1876 

5  Hollidaysburg  ....December  11,  1877 

6  Belief onte    December    10,  1878 

7  Bloomsburg    December   9,  1879 

9  Greensburg   December  14,  1880 

9  Williamsport    December   13,  1881 

10  Harrisburg   December   12,  1882 

11  Harrisburg    December  11,  1883 

12  Harrisburg December  9,  1884 

13  Harrisburg   December  8,  1885 

14  Harrisburg   December  14,  1886 

15  Harrisburg   December  13,  1887 

16  Harrisburg    December  11,  1888 

17  Harrisburg     December  10,  1889 

18  Harrisburg    December     9,1890 

19  Harrisburg     December     8,  1891 

20  Harrisburg    ..December  13,  1892 

21  Harrisburg    December  12,  1893 

22  Harrisburg    December  11,  1894 

23  Williamsport     December  10,  1895 

24  Altoona    December     8,1896 

25  Harrisburg     November     9,  1897 


26  Williamsport     ....December  13 

27  Lock  Haven    December  12 

28  Lock    Haven     ....December  11 

29  Johnstown     December  10 

30  Clearfield     December     9 

31  Wilkes-Barre    ....December     8 

32  Erie    •. .  .December  13 

33  Sunbury     December  12 

34  DuBois     December  11 

35  West   Chester    ....December  10 

36  Altoona    December     8 

37  State  College    December  21 

38  Butler     December  13 

39  Scranton    December  12 

40  Clearfield     December  10 

41  Reading December     9 

42  Meadville     December     8 

43  State  College    December  21 

44  Philadelphia     ....December  12 

45  Williamsport     ....  December  11 

46  Tyrone   December  10 

47  Pittsburgh D°cember     9 

48  Allentown    December  14 

49  York     December  13 

50  Williamsport     ....December  12 

51  Pittsburgh    November  12 


1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 


Annual  Sessions  of  the  National  Qrange 


First  at  Washington,  D.  C,  April  13, 
1869. 

Second  at  Washington,  D.  C,  Decem- 
ber 8,  1869. 

Third  at  Washington,  D.  C,  January 
25,  1870. 

Fourth  at  Washington,  D.  C,  January 
4,   1871. 

Fifth  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  January 
3,   1872. 

Sixth  at  Georgetown,  D.  C,  January 
3,  1873. 

Seventh  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  February  4, 
1874. 

Eighth  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  February 
3,  1875. 

Ninth  at  Louisville,  Ky-.,  November 
17,   1875. 

Tenth  at  Chicago,  111.,  November  15, 
1876. 


Eleventh  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Novem- 
ber 21,   1877. 

Twelfth  at  Richmond,  Va.,  November 
20,   1878. 

Thirteenth  at  Canaidaigua,  N.  Y.,  No- 
vember  19,   1879. 

Fourteenth  at  Washington,  D.  C,  No- 
vember 17,  1880. 

Fifteenth  at  Washington,  D.  C,  No- 
vember 16,   1881. 

Sixteenth  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  No- 
vember  15,  1882. 

Seventeenth  at  Washington,  D.  C,  No- 
vember  21,   1883. 

Eighteenth  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  No- 
vember  12,    1884. 

Ninteenth  at  Boston,  Mass.,  Novem- 
ber 11,  1885. 

Twentieth  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  No- 
vember 10,   1886. 
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Twenty-first  at  Lansing,  Mich.,  Novem- 
ber  16,   1887. 

Twenty-second  at  Topeka,  Kansas,  No- 
vember  14,   1888. 

Twentv-third  at  Sacramento,  Cal.,  No- 
vember 13,  1889. 

Twenty-fourth  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Novem- 
ber 12,  1890. 

Twenty-fifth  at  Springfield,  Ohio,  No- 
vember 11,  1891. 

Twenty-sixth  at  Concord,  N.  H.,  No- 
vember 16,  1892. 

Twenty-seventh  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
November  15,  1893. 

Twenty-eighth  at  Springfield,  111.,  No- 
vember 14,  189-4. 

Twenty-ninth  at  Worchester,  Mass., 
November  13,  1895. 

Thirtieth  at  Washington,  D.  C,  No- 
vember 11,  1896. 

Thirty-first  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  No- 
vember 10,  1897. 

Thirty-second  at  Concord,  N.  H.,  No- 
vember 16,  1898. 

Thirty-third  at  Springfield,  Ohio,  No- 
vember* 15,   1899. 

Thirty-fourth  at  Washington,  D.  C, 
November  14,  1900. 

Thirty-fifth  at  Lewiston,  Me.,  Novem- 
ber  13,  1901. 

Thirty-sixth  at  Lansing,  Mich.,  No- 
vember   12,    1902. 

Thirty-seventh  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  No- 
vember 11,   1903. 

Thirty-eighth  at  Portland,  Oregon,  No- 
vember  16,   1904. 

Thirty-ninth  at  Atlantic  City,  Novem- 
ber 15,  1905. 

Fortieth  at  Denver,  November  14, 
1906. 

Forty-first  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  Novem- 
ber 13,  1907. 

Forty-second  at  Washington,  D.  C, 
November   11,   1908. 

Forty-third  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  No- 
vember 10,  1909. 

Forty-fourth  at  Atlantic  City,  Novem- 
ber 16,  1910. 

Forty-fifth  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  Novem- 
ber   15,    1911. 

Forty-sixth  at  Spokane,  Washington, 
November  13,  1912. 

Forty-seventh  at  Manchester,  N.  H., 
November  12,  1913. 

Forty-eighth  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  No- 
vember 11,   1914. 

Forty-ninth  at  Oakland,  Cal.,  Novem- 
ber  10,   1915. 


Fiftieth  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  Novem- 
ber  15,   1916. 

Fifty-first  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Novem- 
ber 14,   1917. 

Fifty-second  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  No- 
vember 13,  1918. 

Fifty-third  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich., 
November  12,  1919. 

Fiftv-fourth  at  Boston,  Mass.,  Novem- 
ber  10,   1920. 

Fiftv-fifth  at  Portland,  Ore.,  Novem- 
ber 16,  1921. 

Fifty-sixth  at  Wichita,  Kansas,  No- 
vember 15,  1922. 

Fiftv-seventh  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  No- 
vember 14,   1923. 


The  Seven  Founders 

The  idea  of  a  great  fraternity  or  farm 
organization  or  national  scope  originated 
in  the  mind  of  Oliver  Hudson  Kelly,  a 
Minnesota  farmer.  And  while  his  name 
is  most  frequently  mentioned  in  this  his- 
tory it  is  well  to  bear  in  mind  that  he 
had  six  colleagues  in  the  work  of  found- 
ing this  Order.  Shortly  after  the  close 
of  the  Civil  War  the  United  States  Com- 
missioner of  Agriculture  sent  Mr.  Kelly 
into  the  South  to  investigate  the  condi- 
tion of  agriculture  there  and  report  to 
him.  It  was  while  on  this  mission  that 
the  idea  of  a  great  national  organization 
of  farmers  occurred  to  him.  He  thought 
that  a  big  Brotherhood  might  do  much 
to  heal  the  wounds  of  Civil  War,  and  on 
his  return  he  talked  it  over  with  six 
other  men  who  also  were  deeply  inter- 
ested in  agriculture.  Because  of  their 
different  abilities  these  seven  made  a 
strong  team.  Mr.  Kelly  was  very  able 
as  a  propagandist.  Wm.  Saunders  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  was  a  natural 
organizer  and  much  of  the  plan  of  or- 
ganization is  due  to  his  work.  Rev. 
A.  B.  Grosh,  of  the  same  department, 
was  a  skilled  ritualist.  We  are  indebted 
to  this  minister  for  the  deep  religious 
vein  that  runs  all  through  the  teach- 
ings of  the  ritual.  Wm.  M.  Ireland,  of 
the  Post  Office  Department,  a  parliamen- 
tarian and  journalist  took  special  pride 
in  having  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws 
clothed  in  proper  language.  J.  R. 
Thompson,  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
helped  in  the  ritualistic  work.  Rev.  John 
Trimble,    also    of    Treasury    Department 
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helped  on  the  ritualistic  work  and  acted 
as  general  critic.  F.  M.  McDowell,  a 
scientific  fruit  man  and  financier  of 
Wayne,  N.  Y.  evolved  financial  plans 
that  have  kept  the  Order  on  a  safe  finan- 
cial basis  ever  since. 

Miss  Carrie  A.  Hall,  a  niece  of  Mr. 
Kelly,  is  ranked  as  equal  to  a  founder 
and  assisted  materially  in  the  problems 
effecting  women  in  the  Grange.  With- 
out their  presence  and  help  this  Order 
would  have  miserably  failed,  in  my  opin- 
ion, at  least.  Its  great  strength  lies  in 
its  family  character,  and  more  honor 
should  have  been  accorded  Miss  Hall. 


Some  Historical  Data 

December  4,  1867.    Birth  of  the  Order. 

January  8,  1868.  First  Subordinate 
Grange  Meeting,  Potomac  No.  1,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  (organized  as  a  School  of 
Instruction  only). 

February  10,  1868.  First  initiation  in 
due  form,  Brother  Boardman,  of  N.  Y. 

April  4,  1868.  First  dispensation 
issued  for  a  Subordinate  Grange  in  any 
State,  to  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

February  24,  1869.  First  State  Grange 
organized — Minnesota 

March  4,  1871.  First  Subordinate 
Grange  organized  in  Pennsylvania — 
Eagle. 

September  18,  1873.  State  Grange 
Pennsylvania  organized,   Reading. 

November  10,  1886.  National  Grange 
met,   Philadelphia,   twentieth   session. 

November  10,  1897.  National  Grange 
met  Harrisburg,  thirty-first  session. 

November  14,  1923.  National  Grange 
met  Pittsburgh,  fifty-first  session. 

At  one  session  of  State  Grange  a  mo- 
tion was  made  but  lost  asking  Congress 
to  grant  special  recognition  to  the 
Granger  who  discovered  and  propagated 
the  Fultz  wheat.  His  name  was  Andrew 
Fultz,  a  resident  of  Mifflin  County,  Pa. 
Congress  has  recognized  things  of  less 
importance  to  the  world  than  the  de- 
velopment of  this  strain  of  wheat. 

In  fifty  years  this  State  Grange  has 
had  three  Treasurers,  four  Secretaries, 
six  Masters.  There  has  been  more  fre- 
quent changes  in  the  other  offices — 
fourteen  Lecturers  for  instance. 


Catch  as  Catch  Can 

The  largest  number  of  Granges  organ- 
ized in  the  U.  S.  in  one  year  was  in 
1874,   11,941. 

The  largest  Subordinate  Grange  in  this 
State,  Kimmerlings,  No.  1529,  Lebanon 
County,  had  500  members  on  Oct.  1,  1923. 

Counties  leading  with  the  largest  num- 
ber of  Subordinate  Granges  in  the  State 
are,  as  per  1923  Register,  Crawford  43 ; 
Bradford  42;  Tioga  38. 

Dr.  James  Calder,  was  president  of 
the  Pennsylvania  State  College  for  nine 
years  with  a  highly  creditable  record, 
and  later  in  1880  was  elected  Lecturer 
of  the  State  Grange. 

A  treat  accorded  the  National  Grange 
in  1897  was  a  trip  to  the  Gettysburg 
Battle    Field. 

Brother  S.  E.  Nivin,  second  Treasurer 
of  State  Grange  now  in  his  81st  year, 
lives  in  Chester  County.  He  possessed 
all  the  qualities  of  a  model  treasury 
keeper,  integrity,  business  sense,  accu- 
racy  and   promptness. 

Brother  D.  B.  McWilliams,  now  living 
at  Burnham,  Mifflin  County,  served  longer 
continuously  in  the  same  position  than 
any  other  official — twenty-three  years  on 
the    Finance    Committee. 

The  State  Grange  meeting  at  West 
Chester  was  a  memorable  occasion.  One 
of  its  outstanding  features  was  a  com- 
plimentary banquet  tendered  to  the  dele- 
gates, by  a  wealthy  manufacturer  of  the 
city.  Eleven  hundred  persons  partook 
of  it.  The  principal  visiting  speakers 
were  the  United  States  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  James  Wilson  and  United 
States  Senator  Boies  Penrose,  both  of 
whom  are  now  dead. 

There  were  twenty-five  Subordinate 
Granges  in  Pennsylvania  when  the  State 
Grange  was  organized,  Sept.  18,  1872. 
Twenty-two  of  them  were  represented  at 
Reading  and  they  came  from  ten  differ- 
ent  counties. 

Our  song  book  "Grange  Melodies"  has 
gone  through  some  revisions.  It  was 
first  issued  in  October,  1872  by  Carrie 
A.    Hall,   niece    of    Brother    Kelley. 
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Times  do  change.  When  the  National 
Grange  -was  the  guest  of  this  State 
Grange  at  Philadelphia  in  1886  the  State 
Grange  paid  bills  totaling  fourteen 
dollars  for  their  entertainment.  For  the 
joint  meeting  in  Pittsburgh  1923,  five 
thousand   dollars  has  been   appropriated. 


Morris  Lloyd 
Business  Manager  Grange  News. 

As  far  back  as  1884,  agitation  was 
started  to  give  Pomona  Granges  rep- 
resentation at  State  Grange  without  ex- 
pense to  the  latter. 

Brother  William  Evans,  Grange  No. 
114,  Chester  County  introduced  at  the 
1884  session  a  resolution  to  prohibit 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ' '  oleo  and 
other  grease  compounds  not  purely  the 
produce  of  the  dairy."  The  fight  of  the 
Grange  to  compel  oleo  to  stay  in  its 
own  place  dates  from  this. 

The  Education  Committee  at  1884  ses- 
sion recommended  a  law  compelling 
children  between  seven  and  fourteen  to 
go   to   school   four   months   in   the   year. 

When  the  National  Grange  met  with 
us  last,  twenty-six  years  ago,  in  Harris- 
burg,   thirty-eight  persons  took  the  fifth 


degree  and  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
were  instructed  in  the  sixth.  Two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-three  Pennsylvanians 
were  in  the  class  receiving  the  seventh 
degree — besides  those  from  other  states. 

When  it  was  determined  to  try  to 
organize  the  first  Subordinate  Grange 
outside  the  District  of  Columbia,  Brother 
Kelly  came  to  Harrisburg  as  his  first 
point.  He  had  two  dollars  and  a  half 
in  his  pocket.  Meeting  Wm.  T.  Hildrup, 
Geo.  H.  Small  and  Daniel  W.  Gross  he 
interested  them  in  the  new  Order.  On 
April  4,  1868.  They  paid  him  fifteen 
dollars,  he  instructed  them  in  the  U.  W. 
and  left  the  Dispensation  containing  the 
three  names.  They  were  to  secure  the 
other  names  on  the  Dispensation.  But 
Brother  Kelly,  in  his  history,  says  there 
was  a  ' '  skeleton  in  the  closet ' '  and  the 
names  were  never  secured.  Mr.  Hildrup 
was  superintendent  of  the  Car  Works, 
and  Mr.  Small  Cashier  of  the  Bank. 
Mr.  Gross  had  a  livery  stable.  While 
these  men  had  farms  yet  possibly  these 
other  interests  constituted  the  ' 'skel- 
eton." At  any  rate  this  Grange  wai 
never  pushed  any  farther  and  N.  Y. 
State  has  the  honor  of  having  the  first 
Subordinate  Grange  organized  in  the  U. 
S.    at    Fredonia. 

The  State  Grange  usually  has  had 
money  in  its  treasury.  The  only  big  debt 
it  has  had  was  incurred  in  1876.  If 
times  for  being  in  debt  are  ever  for- 
tunate this  was  one  as  it  was  the  begin- 
ning of  the  four  year  term  of  Brother 
V.  E.  Piollet  as  Master.  He  was  a 
strong,  business  man  and  a  good  manager 
in  whom  the  membership  had  implicit 
confidence.  Although  the  dues  were  but 
six  cents  per  quarter  per  member  to  the 
State  Grange  then,  and  this  was  prac- 
tically its  only  source  of  revenue,  except 
from  business  houses,  at  the  end  of  this 
term  the  note  was  paid  off.  There  was 
$1,608.85  due  the  secretary  for  salary 
however  but  that  was  apart  from  the 
$10,000.00  note.  The  highly  successful 
business  system  of  the  State  Grange 
was  devised  and  organized  by  Brother 
Piollet  and  his  colleagues  on  the  executive 
committee. 

The  Grange— or  Taggart — Tax  Bill  of 
1889  was  a  big  win  for  the  Grange.  It 
increased  the  appropriation  to  schools  to 
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$5,000,000;  returns  to  the  counties  three- 
fourths  of  the  personal  property  tax — 
about  $1,700,000;  and  diverted  from  the 
State  Treasury  to  the  local  governments 
the  entire  retail  liquor  licenses  amount- 
ing to  $3,500,000  annually.  Added  to- 
gether these  make  a  big  boost  toward 
equalizing  taxation. 

Governor  Beaver  was  "also  present" 
and  addressed  the  1887  session.  At  this 
session  the  start  was  made  toward  get- 
ting what  we  now  have  in  our  "Grange 
Register. ' '  The  motion  was  made  by 
Brother  S.  E.  Downing.  The  Treasury 
was  being  built  up.  Now  showed  $4,000 
to   the   good. 

Along  about  1890  the  organization  of 
Pomona  Granges  became  very  active 
again.  Tioga  County  has  the  distinction 
of  having  been  reorganized  that  year  by 
Brother  Mortimer  Whitehead — that  great 
friend    to    Pennsylvania   Granges. 

Brother  S.  R.  Downing  was  ill  prac- 
tically all  of  the  year  1880  and  sister 
Downing  remained  at  home  with  him, 
both  missing  the  annual  meeting  at 
Greensburg.  He  mailed  his  report  as 
Lecturer  to  State  Grange.  The  report 
was  cheerful  and  forward  looking.  ' '  1 
do  hope  you  will  have  a  peaceful  and 
fraternal  meeting"  wrote  this  Quaker 
Brother.  "It  is  sweet  to  be  remem- 
bered ' '  said  he  when  he  received  the 
sympathetic  resolutions  the  State  Grange 
passed  and  sent  him.  Now  in  his  90th 
year  Brother  Downing  is  living  sweetly, 
benignly  on  his  fine  farm  near  West 
Chester,  dearly  beloved  by  all  who  know 
him. 

The  trade  arrangements  inaugurated 
by  this  State  Grange  in  the  early  years 
were  conceded  to  be  the  best  devised  up 
to  that  time. 

The  Executive  Committees  of  other 
State  Granges  recommended  our  business 
houses  to  their  membership  and  these 
houses  had  Grange  patrons  from  nine 
states   purchasing   goods    from   them. 

About  1889  State  Grange  offered  three 
prizes  totaling  $150.00  to  the  counties 
organizing  most  Granges  during  the  year. 
Westmoreland  and  Tioga  each  had  nine 
so  each  of  these  Pomonas  was  given  $62.- 
50.  Huntingdon!  County  came  third 
with  seven  new  Granges  and  was  given 
$25.00. 


Membership  in  the 
Grange 

Who  are  Eligible?  All  farmers,  their 
wives,  sons  and  daughters  above  fourteen 
years  of  age,  and  all  persons  directly 
engaged  in  agriculture,  or  those  in  full 
sympathy  with  our  purposes  who  have 
no  interests  that  conflict  with  them,  and 
who   bear    a    good   moral    character. 

Fees  and  Dues.  These  are  low  in  the 
Grange.  Initiatory  fees  are  three  dollars 
for  a  man,  $1.00  for  a  woman;  $1.00 
for  a  boy,  and  fifty  cents  for  a  girl, 
over  fourteen  years  old.  The  minimum 
dues  are  $1.50  a  year  for  each  member. 

While  the  dues  per  individual  member 
are  low  yet  each  member  of  the  farm 
family  above  fourteen  is  eligible  and 
when  the  dues  are  based  on  the  family 
basis,  the  revenues  received  compare 
favorably    with    other    Orders. 

The  most  of  this  stays  in  your  local 
treasury  to  defray  the  running  expenses 
of  your  local  Grange.  Fifty-six  cents  a 
year  is  forwarded  to  the  State  Grange 
Secretary  per  member  and  eight  cents 
of  that  is  sent  on  to  the  National  Grange 
Treasury.  From  these  small  dues  the 
State  and  National  Granges  each  have 
a  reserve  fund  safely  invested,  to  secure 
permanency,  and  to  be  used  in  defending 
the  cause  of  agriculture  as  occasion  may 
require.  The  State  and  National  Granges 
are  able  to  carry  on  their  work  on  these 
small  dues  because  of  the  large  mem- 
bership in  the  Order.  Without  doubt  the 
Grange  renders  more  service  for  the  cost 
than  any  other  organization.  The  State 
Grange  publishes  a  monthly  official  publi- 
cation Pennsylvania   Grange   News. 

Rural  leadership.  Situations  often 
arise  in  every  community  where  there 
is  need  of  some  kind  of  quick  action  in 
an  organized  capacity.  The  Grange  fills 
the  bill.  Also  there  needs  to  be  de- 
veloped among  the  farmers  themselves, 
leaders  who  are  able  to  represent  the 
farmers  from  time  to  time  in  many  ways. 
Such  leaders  must  come  from  among  the 
men  and  women  of  the  farm.  They 
must  have  the  broad  vision  and  sympathy 
which  can  only  be  developed  by  meeting 
with  others  of  the  same  calling.  The 
Grange  meeting  helps  develop  such  lead- 
ership. 
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Nonpartisan.    The    Grange    is    strictly  manual,   or   attended   a   Grange   meeting, 

a  non-partisan  organization.,    It  is  in  no  would  say  that  it  was.     Two  of  the  seven 

way  connects;! .  wiih  -any'  pai-tj-  organiza-  founders    of    the    Order   were   ministers; 

tion,  and  membership' in  nc  way  interferes  every    Grange    meeting    is    opened    and 

with  one's  political  beliefs  or  affiliations.  closed    with    prayer;    and    the    teachings 

A    Moral    Organisation.      Any    person  of  the  degree  work  and  ritualism  is  based 

who    has     ever    looked    over     a    Grange  upon  the  teachings  of  the  Bible. 
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The  Platform  of  the  National  Qrange 


Every  large  body  must  have  some  kind 
of  a  chart  to  go  by — some  one  or  more 
objects  to  strive  for  but  it  was  not  until 
1874  at  the  Seventh  Annual  Session  of 
the  National  Grange  held  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  in  February  that  specific  and  au- 
thorized aims  and  objects  of  this  Order 
were  issued. 

This  State  Grange  is  one  of  the 
units  in  the  organization  having  this 
"Declaration  of  Purposes"  as  its  guid- 
ing star  so  we  are  publishing  it  as  part 
of  our  State  History.  I  invite  careful 
study  of  its  every  sentence,  of  its  high 
ideals,  its  beauty  in  expression,  its  por- 
trayal of  equity  of  balance  between  the 
varied  interests  of  mankind.  It  was 
written  by  James  William  Albert  Wright, 
then  a  Past  Master  but  who  had  been 
the  first  Master  of  the  California  State) 
Grange.  This  masterpiece  was  written  in 
a  little  less  time  than  two  days  and  two 
nights  yet  its  perfection  and  power  com- 
mands admiration,  attention  and  con- 
fidence where  and  whenever  it  is  read 
or  heard.  For  fifty  years  it  has  with- 
stood every  test  of  every  kind,  change 
being  made  in  only  three  words  in  all 
that  time — "political  or  religious"  be- 
ing changed  to  "partisan  or  sectarian.'1' 
By  many  scholars  this  document  is  com- 
pared very  favorably  with  the  ' '  Decla- 
ration of  Independence ' '  written  by 
Thomas   Jefferson. 

It  is  printed  in  full  below. 

Declaration  of  Purposss  of  the  Patrons 
of  Husbandry 

Preamble 
Profoundly  impressed  with  the  truth 
that  the  National  Grange  of  the  United 
States  should  definitely  proclaim  to  the 
world  its  general  objects,  we  hereby 
unanimously  make  this  Declaration  of 
Purposes  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry: 

General  Objects 
1.  United   by   the   strong  and  faithful 
tie  of  Agriculture,  we  mutually  resolve  to 


labor    for    the    good    of    our    Order,    our 
country,   and   mankind. 

2.  We  heartily  endorse  the  motto :  "In 
essentials,  unity;  in  nonessentials,  lib- 
erty;  in  all  things,  charity." 

Specific  Objects 

3.  We  shall  endeavor  to  advance  our 
cause  by  laboring  to  accomplish  the  fol- 
lowing   objects: 

To  develop  a  better  and  higher  man- 
hood and  womanhood  among  ourselves. 
To  enhance  the  comforts  and  attractions 
of  our  homes,  and  strengthen  our  at- 
tachments to  our  pursuits.  To  foster 
mutual  understanding  and  cooperation. 
To  maintain  inviolate  our  laws,  and  to 
emulate  each  other  in  labor,  to  hasten 
the  good  time  coming.  To  reduce  our 
expenses,  both  individual  and  corporate. 
To  buy  less  and  produce  more,  in  order 
to  make  our  farms  self-sustaining.  To 
diversify  our  crops  and  crop  no  more 
than  we  can  cultivate.  To  condense  the 
weight  of  our  exports,  selling  less  in  the 
bushel  and  more  on  hoof  and  in  fleece, 
less  in  lint  and  more  in  warp  and  woof. 
To  systematize  our  work,  and  calculate 
intelligently  on  probabilities.  To  dis- 
countenance the  credit  system,  the  mort- 
gage system,  the  fashion  system,  and 
every  other  system  tending  to  prodigality 
and    bankruptcy. 

We  propose  meeting  together,  talking 
together,  working  together,  buying  to- 
gether, selling  together,  and,  in  general, 
acting  together  for  our  mutual  protec- 
tion and  advancement,  as  occasion  may 
require.  We  shall  avoid  litigation  as 
much  as  possible  by  arbitration  in  the 
Grange.  We  shall  constantly  strive  to 
secure  entire  harmony,  good  will,  vital 
Brotherhood  among  ourselves,  and  to 
make  our  Order  perpetual.  We  shall 
earnestly  endeavor  to  suppress  personal, 
local,  sectional,  and  national  prejudices, 
all  unhealthy  rivalry,  all  selfish  ambition. 
Faithful  adherence  to  these  principles 
will  insure  our  mental,  moral,  social  and 
material   advancement. 
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Business   Relations 

4.  For  our  business  interests  we  desire 
to  bring  producers  and  consumers,  farm- 
ers and  manufacturers  into  the  most  di- 
rect and  friendly  relations  possible. 
Hence,  we  must  dispense  with  a  surplus 
of  middlemen,  not  that  we  are  unfriendly 
to  them,  but  we  do  not  need  them. 
Their  surplus  and  their  exactions  di- 
minish our  profits. 

We  wage  no  aggressive  warfare  against 
any  other  interests  whatever.  On  the 
contrary,  all  our  acts,  and  all  our  efforts, 
so  far  as  business  is  concerned,  are  not 
only  for  the  benefit  of  the  producer  and 
consumer,  but  also  for  all  other  interests 
that  tend  to  bring  these  two  parties  into 
speedy  and  economical  contact.  Hence 
we  hold  that  transportation  companies 
of  every  kind  are  necessary  to  our  suc- 
cess, that  their  interests  are  intimately 
connected  with  our  interests  and  har- 
monious action  is  mutually  advantageous, 
keeping  in  view  the  first  sentence  in  our 
Declaration  of  Principles  of  Action,  that 
"Individual  happiness  depends  upon 
general  prosperity. ' ' 

We  shall  therefore  advocate  for  every 
state  the  increase  in  every  practicable 
way,  of  all  facilities  for  transporting 
cheaply  to  the  seaboard,  or  between  home 
producers  and  consumers,  all  the  pro- 
ductions of  our  country.  We  adopt  it 
as  our  fixed  purpose  to  ' '  open  out  the 
channels  in  nature's  great  arteries,  that 
the  life-blood  of  commerce  may  flow 
freely. ' ' 

We  are  not  enemies  of  railroads, 
navigable  and  irrigating  canals,  nor  of 
any  corporation  that  will  advance  our 
industrial  interests,  nor  of  any  laboring 
classes. 

In  our  noble  Order  there  is  no  com- 
munism,  no   agrarianism. 

We  are  opposed  to  such  spirit  and 
management  of  any  corporation  or  enter- 
prise as  tends  to  oppress  the  people  and 
rob  them  of  their  just  profits.  We  are 
not  enemies  to  capital,  but  we  oppose 
the  tyranny  of  monopolies.  We  long  to 
see  the  antagonism  between  capital  ana 
labor  removed  by  common  consent,  and 
by  an  enlightened  statesmanship  worthy 
of  the  twentieth  century.  We  are  op- 
posed to  excessive  salaries,  high  rates  of 
interest  and  exorbitant  profits  in  trade. 
They   greatly  increase   our   burdens,   and 


do  not  bear  a  proper  proportion  to  the 
profits  of  producers.  We  desire  only 
self-protection  and  the  protection  of 
every  true  interest  of  our  land,  by  legiti- 
mate transactions,  legitimate  trade,  and 
legitimate  profits. 

Education 
We  shall  advance  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion among  ourselves,  and  for  our  chil- 
dren, by  all  just  means  within  our  power. 
We  especially  advocate  for  our  agricul- 
tural and  industrial  colleges,  that  prac- 
tical agricultural,  domestic  science,  and 
all  the  arts  which  adorn  the  home  be 
taught  in  their   courses   of  study. 

The  Grange  Not  Partisan 

5.  We  emphatically  and  sincerely  assert 
the  oft-repeated  truth  taught  in  our 
organic  law,  that  the  Grange — National, 
State  or  Subordinate — is  not  a  political 
or  party  organization.  No  Grange,  if 
true  to  its  obligations,  can  discuss  parti- 
san or  sectarian  questions,  nor  call  polit- 
ical conventions,  nor  nominate  candidates, 
nor  even  discuss  their  merits  in  their 
meetings. 

Yet  the  principles  we  teach  underlie 
all  true  politics,  all  true  statesmanship, 
and  if  properly  carried  out  will  tend  to 
purify  the  whole  political  atmosphere 
of  our  country.  For  we  seek  the  greatest 
good    to    the    greatest   number. 

We  must  always  bear  in  mind  that  no 
one  by  becoming  a  Patron  of  Husbandry, 
gives  up  that  inalienable  right  and  duty 
which  belongs  to  every  American  citizen, 
to  take  a  proper  interest  in  the  politics 
of  his  country. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  right  for  every 
member  to  do  all  in  his  power  legitimately 
to  influence  for  good  the  action  of  any 
political  party  to  which  he  belongs.  It 
is  his  duty  to  do  all  he  can  to  put  down 
bribery,  corruption  and  trickery;  to  see 
that  none  but  competent,  faithful  and 
honest  men,  who  will  unflinchingly  stand 
by  our  interests,  are  nominated  for  all 
positions  of  trust;  and  to  have  carried 
out  the  principle  which  should  always 
characterize  every  Patron,   that 

The  Office  Should  Seek  the  Man  and 

Not  the  Man  the  Office 

We    acknowledge    the    broad    principle 

that   difference   of    opinion    is   no    crime 

and   hold    that    ' '  progress    toward    truth 
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is  made  by  differences  of  opinion, ' ' 
while  "the  fault  lies  in  bitterness  of 
controversy. ' ' 

We  desire  a  proper  equality,  equity 
and  fairness;  protection  for  the  weak, 
restraint  upon  the  strong,  in  short,  justly 
distributed  burdens  and  justly  distributed 
power.  These  are  American  ideas,  the 
very  essence  of  American  independence, 
and  to  advocate  the  contrary  is  unworthy 
of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  Ameri- 
can Republic. 

We  cherish  the  belief  that  sectionalism 
is,  and  of  right  should  be  dead  and 
buried  with  the  past.  Our  work  is  for 
the  present  and  the  future. 

In  our  agricultural  brotherhood  and 
its  purposes,  we  shall  recognize  no  North, 
no  South,  no  East,  no  West. 

It  is  reserved  by  every  Patron,  as  the 
right  of  a  free  man  to  affiliate  with 
any  party  that  will  best  carry  out  hi* 
principles. 

Outside  Cooperation 
6.  Ours    being    peculiarly    a    farmers ' 
institution   we   eanuot   admit    all   to    our 
ranks. 

Many  are  excluded  by  the  nature  of 
our  organization,  not  because  they  are 
professional  men,  or  artisans,  or  laborers, 
but    because   they   have   not    a    sufficient 


direct  interest  in  tilling  the  soil  or  may 
have  some  interest  in  conflict  with  our 
purposes.  But  we  appeal  to  all  good 
citizens  for  their  cordial  cooperation  and 
assistance  in  our  efforts  toward  reform, 
that  we  may  eventually  remove  from  our 
midst  the  last  vestige  of  tyranny  and 
corruption. 

We  hail  the  general  desire  for  fraternal 
harmony,  equitable  compromises,  and 
earnest  cooperation  as  an  omen  of  our 
future  success. 

Conclusion 

7.  It  shall  be  an.  abiding  principle 
with  us  to  relieve  any  of  our  oppressed 
and  suffering  brotherhood  by  any  means 
at   our   command. 

Last  but  not  least  we  proclaim  it 
among  our  purposes  to  inculcate  a  proper 
appreciation  of  the  abilities  and  sphere 
of  woman,  as  is  indicated  by  admitting 
her  to  membership  and  position  in  our 
Order. 

Imploring  the  continued  assistance  of 
our  Divine  Master  to  guide  us  in  our 
work,  we  here  pledge  ourselves  to  faith- 
ful and  harmonious  labor  for  all  future 
time,  to  return  by  our  united  efforts  to 
the  wisdom,  justice,  fraternity  and  polit- 
ical purity  of  our  forefathers. 
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Farmers  Must  Organize 


In  writing  the  history  of  the  Grange 
in  Pennsylvania  the  writer  does  not  ex- 
pect to  be  able  to  offer  much  that  will 
be  new  to  a  great  many  people.  The 
function  of  the  historian  is  to  collect, 
classify,  record  the  facts  on  events  that 
have  transpired.  He  does  not  originate 
but  he  reproduces.  During  all  the  Grange 
years  that  are  gone  farmers  have  asked 
why  they  should  belong  to  the  Grange. 
The  bricklayer  joins  the  Bricklayers 
Union,  the  miner  unites  with  the  Mine 
Workers,  the  locomotive  engineer  enlists 
under  the  banner  of  the  Brotherhood  of 
Locomotive  Engineers.  But  withal  too 
many  farmers  stand  aloof  from  the 
Farmers  Organization  and  ask  "Why 
should  I  join  the  Grange."  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  National  Grange  answered 
this  question  well  and  the  reply  is  pre- 
sented herewith   with    slight   revision. 

Why    Should   Every   Farmer 

Belong   to   the    Grange? 

A  Factor  of  Society 

Every  man  is  a  factor  of  society,  and 
as  such  he  is  accountable  for  the  manner 
in  which  he  performs  the  duties  which 
devolve  upon   him. 

His  Moral  Duties 

The  first  is  to  his  home  and  family. 
The  second  to  his  government  that  per- 
mits him  to  enjoy  the  blessings  and  hap- 
piness of  his  home  and  family.  The 
third  is  to  better  the  conditions  and  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  his  chosen  occupa- 
tion. 

Since  we  are  looking  at  the  farmer 's 
side  of  the  question,  what  should  be  his 
action  and  what  can  he  do  to  better  his 
condition? 

Helpless  as  ax  Individual 
There  are  certain  conditions  existing 
that  must  be  met  and  overcome  to  obtain 
results  desired  by  the  farmer.  What 
legislation  is  needed  must  be  secured  by 
his   combined  efforts.      As   an   individual 


among  over  one  hundred  millions  of  peo- 
ple he  is  infinitesimally  small,  and  as  an 
individual  he  is  hopelessly  helpless  to  do 
one   thing   to    obtain   relief. 

The  moment  the  farmer  attempts  to 
relieve  any  burden  created  by  unjust 
taxation  or  unequal  distribution  of  it, 
it  makes  no  difference  in  what  direction, 
he  is  met  by  an  organized  force.  No 
argument  is  needed  at  this  time  to  con- 
vince any  intelligent  farmer  that  such 
is  the  case. 

It  is  not  enough  that  he  complains  and 
wants  something  done,  but  he  is  morally 
bound  to  do  something  himself  and  not 
merely  wish  it  done. 

He  Has  Power 

He  has  power  and  it  is  his  duty  to 
use  that  power  so  as  to  make  it  available 
and  his  influence  felt.  So  that  if  he  can- 
not make  his  influence  felt  or  his  power 
available  as  an  individual  (and  he  can- 
not) his  duty  is  to  make  it  so,  and  that 
can  only  be  done  through  his  organized 
effort. 

His  Political  Duties 

Every  farmer  owes  it  to  society  to 
assist  in  securing  honest  legislators  and 
just  representation.  That  a  lethargy 
exists  among  farmers  in  regard  to  po- 
litical duties  is  evident  from  the  class 
of  legislators  that  represent  them,  com- 
posed as  it  is  almost  wholly  of  men  from 
other  professions  and  possessing  but  little 
interest  in   the   affairs   of  the  farmer. 

Confidence  Needed 

The  farmer  has  submitted  so  long  to 
the  powers  that  be  that  in  many  places 
he  has  lost  confidence  in  his  ability  to  do 
anything,  and  above  all  needs  the  stim- 
ulating influence  of  a  farm  organization 
to  awaken  his  energies  and  give  him 
courage.  To  do  the  work  assigned  to 
him  as  a  citizen  he  needs  an  understand- 
ing of  the  questions  of  the  day;  he 
needs  a  preparation  that  will  enable  him 
to  act  in  the  management  of  the  affairs 
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of  his  time.  In  short,  he  must  be  able 
to  stand  up  and  defend  his  interests 
whenever  and  wherever  it  is  required, 
and  this  ability  to  think  quickly  and  act 
courageously  only  comes  from  a  drill  ob- 
tained in  organization,  and  a  farm  or- 
ganization teaches  him  to  have  confidence 
in  his  fellow-farmers  and  acquaints  him 
with  the  vital  questions  affecting  his 
interests. 

Created  a   Social  Being 

The  farmer  was  created  a  social  being 
and  needs  the  wholesome  influence  of 
organization  to  keep  him  so.  His  busi- 
ness is  comparatively  one  of  isolation, 
varying  in  degree  according  to  his  en- 
vironment. The  farmer  who  lives  within 
the  boundaries  of  160  acres  becomes  very 
narrow  and  is  of  little  use  to  his  com- 
munity. His  family  is  correspondingly 
dwarfed  as  they  are  shut  out  of  society, 
and  are  improved  as  their  opportunity 
for  association  increases.  The  individ- 
ual excluded  from  society  will,  in  time, 
lose  his  mental  powers  and  become  ob- 
livious to  his  own  needs  as  well  as  to 
the  needs  of  others.  Here  again  he 
needs  a  farm  organization  where  he,  with 
his  family,  can  meet  with  freedom  and 
ease,  and  while  cultivating  sociability, 
can  secure  mental  culture  and  pleasing 
manners. 

The  Grange  the  Best 

Without  further  arguments  all  agree 
that  the  farmer  needs  to  organize,  and 
without  any  hesitation  we  say  the  Grange 
is  the  best  organization.  Its  Declaration 
of  Purposes  is  as  fine  a  Document  as  wo 
have  ever  seen  written  by  man.  Its  ap- 
plication to  farm  life,  and  fine  senti- 
ment contained  cannot  be  surpassed. 
With  its  existence  of  over  fifty  years, 
in  which  time  it  has  met  with  the  sur- 
veillance of  every  opposition,  it  has  not 
been  found  wanting  in  any  particular. 
It  has  stood  the  test,  while  many  other 
organizations  which  have  sought  to  im- 
prove upon  it,  have  met  with  disaster 
and  ruin.  The  plan  of  the  Grange  is 
right  in  being  made  coexistent  with  the 
needs  of  the  farmer  having  an  organi- 
zation in  the  township,  county,  state  and 
nation,  whereby  it  is  able  to  serve  him 
in  every  sphere.  Anything  short  of  this 
is  deficient.  t 


Liberty   for  the  Wife 

The  Grange  may  be  called  the  liberator 
of  the  American  farmer's  wife,  as  it 
was  the  first  organization  that  gave  to 
woman  the  same  privileges  and  rights  as 
are  enjoyed  by  man.  In  doing  this  it 
has  not  only  turned  on  the  radiant  light 
of  hope  for  her,  but  it  has  strengthened 
the  union  of  both,  has  created  deeper 
love  for  home  and  given  inspiration  for 
better  thoughts,  nobler  deeds,  and  higher 
aims  for  the  future.  Men  need  more  of 
the  refining  influence  of  women.  There 
is  nothing  that  so  refines  a  man  as  a 
good  woman,  and  no  audience,  associa- 
tion, or  organization  with  woman  elimi- 
nated can  be  so  modest,  so  refined,  or  so 
complete  as  with  woman  in  it. 

Encourages  the  Boys  and  Girls 

There  is  nothing  equal  to  the  Grange 
in  giving  opportunity  to  the  boys  and 
girls  on  the  farm.  Here  the  latent 
ability  of  the  boy  is  awakened  and  hope 
engendered  until  we  see  him  developed 
into  a  fuller  and  more  complete  man. 
In  so  doing  he  takes  greater  pride  in 
his  work,  more  interest  in  the  farm,  ana 
his  attachments  for  it  are  increased 
many  times.  The  girl,  now,  has  oppor- 
tunity, and  her  genius  brightens,  while 
her  refined  nature  responds  readily  with 
graceful  manners  and  greater  affection 
for  all  that  is  near  and  dear  to  her. 

The  agricultural  education  of  the 
farmer  has  been  sadly  neglected  and  the 
results  obtained  in  this  direction  are 
among  its  grandest  achievements.  The 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Experiment 
Stations  and  Mechanical  and  Agricul- 
tural Colleges  bear  testimony  of  this 
fact.  In  many  localities  consolidated 
and  high  schools  have  been  established 
and  a  better  condition  of  common  schools 
fostered  by  the  efforts  of  the  Grange, 
while  within  the  Grange  a  knowledge  and 
discipline  has  been  imparted  that  has 
gained  for  farmers  a  prominence  that 
was  unknown  before.  Men  have  been 
fitted  through  the  Grange  for  the  press, 
for  the  platform,  for  the  caucus,  the  as- 
sembly and  for  statesmen.  Truly  the 
Grange  is  the  practical  high  school  for 
the  farmer  and  his  family,  as  it  gives 
strength  and  culture  to  those  who  were 
not  able  to  secure  them  elsewhere. 
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It  Teaches  Highest  Morals 
The  impress  of  the  Grange  on  its  mem- 
bers has  a  great  influence  for  good.  It 
makes  better  men  and  better  women  and 
incites  all  to  a  higher  plane  of  life. 
It  teaches  Divinity  in  all  things,  and 
a  Grange  is  never  properly  opened  or 
closed  that  each  member  does  not  pay 
tribute    to    his    Creator. 

The  Grange  in  Business 
The  Grange  is  not  without  good  re- 
sults in  teaching  better  business  methods 
for  the  farmer.  It  has  taught  him  so 
far  as  possible  to  buy  and  sell  for  cash, 
and  to  sell  less  grain  and  more  live  stock. 
That  this  has  been  the  wisest  course 
is  borne  out  by  past  experience.  The 
Grange  has  cultivated  closer  relations 
between  the  farmer  and  manufacturer 
that  undue  profits  may  not  be  exacted, 
and  much  good  has  come  to  all  farmers 
through  this   effort. 

Political  Recognition 
While  the  Grange  does  not  teacn 
partisan  politics,  it  does  impress  its  mem- 
bers with  the  responsibility  of  citizen- 
ship and  to  do  all  in  their  power  to 
secure  purer  polities  and  to  see  that  the 
interest  of  the  farm  is  fairly  represented. 
The  continued  and  just  demands  of  the 
Grange  have  met  with  no  small  degree 
of  success  and  in  about  every  instance 
has  been  the  only  agent  the  farmer  has 
had  to  present  his   claims   and  see  they 


were  granted  to  him.  Scarcely  a  law  has 
been  passed  for  many  years  in  behalf  of 
the  farmer  that  the  Grange  was  not 
foremost  to  champion  it  and  oftentimes 
the  only  one.  This  being  the  case  the 
political  world  looks  to  the  Grange  to 
find  what  the  farmers  want,  and  recog- 
nizes  it   as   their   spokesman. 

Logical  Conclusion 
If  the  farmer  hopes  to  keep  pace  with 
other  callings  in  the  race  of  life,  he 
must  travel  at  the  same  rate  of  speed. 
In  order  to  do  this  he  must  employ  some 
of  the  same  agencies,  and  organization 
above  all  is  the  one  upon  which  he  relies. 
If  he  would  maintain  a  high  standard  of 
womanhood  he  must  secure  for  her  equal 
privileges  in  social  and  educational 
circles,  for  whenever  she  falls  below  him 
in  ability  or  culture  she  ceases  to  be  his 
equal  or  idol.  If  he  desires  his  boys  and 
girls  to  be  shining  lights  in  the  world, 
whether  on  the  farm  or  elsewhere  he  must 
give  them  the  opportunity  for  develop- 
ment, until  their  orb  is  compassed  or 
sphere  complete.  As  this  agency,  as  this 
privilege,  and  as  this  opportunity,  the 
Grange  is  without  an  equal  and  cannot 
be  excelled.  For  these  reasons  and  many 
more  every  farmer  should  belong  to  the 
Grange  so  that  it  may  be  an  irresistible 
force  in  combating  the  wrong  and  se- 
curing the  right,  and  be  conscious  that 
his  presence  and  influence  are  assisting 
it. 
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